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Commander Task Force SEVENTY-EIGHT,
Commander SAN FABIAN Attack Force, and
Commander Task Group SEVENTY-EIGHT POINT ONE.
(Commander SEVENTH-Amphibious Force)s °
Commander «in Chief, United States Fleet.
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, and
Commander LUZON Attack Force.
(Commander SEVENTH Fleet).

Sub ject: Report of the LINGAYEN Operation = SAN FABIAN Attack Forces

Enclosure: {((Ag CTF 78 Operation Plan 103~Ll.
PALWTY B) CIG 7801 Attack Order 2=llys
W% (c) Table of Assignment of Shipping.-p.3
(D) Chronological Report of Events. -pH

1. Object_and Concept of the Operation.

(a) The cbject of the LINGAYEN Operation was the prompt seizure
of the Central LUZON Area, the destruction of the principal garrisons, command
organizations and logistics of hostile defense forces in the FHILIPPINES; the
denial to the enemy of the northern entrance to the SOUTH CHINA SEA; and the
provision of bases for the support of further operations against the JAPANESE.

(b) The concept of this operation, which was the initial-and
largest single operation in a series comprising the occupation of LUZON, vis-
ualized a major amphibious assault from NEW GUINEA and LEYTE bases, to destroy
hostile forces in Central LUZON, reoccupy the MANILA-~CTNTRAL PLAINS Area,
establish bases as directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff for the support of
operations to the northward of the PHILIPPINES and the complete occupation of
LUZON. The initial lodgement to be followed by consolidation to include
seizure of the crossings of the AGNO River, a rapid advance spearheaded b
armor to seize communications and alrfields in the SAN FERNANDO (PAMPANGA
Area, destruction of hostile forces, and the occupation of MANILA.

(c) The tasks assigned the SAN FABIAN Attack Force (Task Force 78)

.
.

(1) Transport, protect and land the FIRST Corps, U.S. Army
(6th and 43rd Infantry Divisions, reinforced, with the Corps troops)
at H=hour on S-Day, on the eastern shore of LINGAYEN GULF in the DAMORTIS

Area.
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(2) On Sf2 day land the 158th RCT (reinforced) on WHITE
Beach in the DAMORTIS Area of LINGAYEN GULF. If directed by Commander
LUZON Attack Force, take command of the Reserve Group, 25th Division
(reinforced), on dts arrival in the objective area on S£2 day and land
that division on designated beaches. Land the 6th Ranger Infantry Bat-
talion and 13th Armored Group in the objective area on Sf2 for assembly
in reserve and call forward.

(3) Direct and control the movement of and provide escorts
for all reinforcement and supply echelons scheduled to arrive in the ob-
Jjective area subsequent to SF2 days

(4) Upon- departure of Commander LINGAYEN Attack Force assume
operational control of, and provide escorts for, all returning unloaded
ships of both Attack Forces.

(5) Route all ships for turn-around and for return to Pacific
Ocean Areas in accordance with letter of instructions furnished by Com=
mander LUZON Attack Forces

(d) S-Day was initially planned for 20 December 1944, but was
postponed to 9 Janwary 1945. H-hour was 0930 (I). -

24 General Situation sEnggz and ).

(a)’ Enemy
Naval

The operational strength of the JAPANESE Navy was grouped
into two main forcess One force was based in the EMPIRE-FORMOSA Area and
consisted of 4 BB, 2 CV, 2 CVL, 2 CVE, 2 CA, 2 CL and 15/20 DD. The other-
force was based in the SINGAPORE-INDO CHINA Area and consisted of 2 BB-XCV,
2 CAy 2 CL, and 10/15 DD. In addition there were an estimated 5 DDs or
DEs operating in the PHILIPPINE Area. The estimated force of 70 submarines
was based mainly in the EMPIRE. The naval units in the inland seas of

- the PHILIPPINES consisted of a limited number of midget submarines and
‘small patrol craft. Allied air and naval superiority precluded any sus=
tained enemy naval activity in the immediate theater of operations.

Air

Despite the operational facilities provided by his
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airfields in Central and Northern LUZON and in FORMOSA, the enemy was
unable or unwilling to make an all-out effort in the air against our
forces. Strikes prior to S-Day by the 5th and 13th Air Forces and by the
THIRD Fleet accounted for 700 enemy aircraft in LUZON, FORMOSA and
OKINAWAe Strikes subsequent to S-Day apparently prevented large scale
enemy air reinforcements.

Ground

; * Prior to S-Day the enemy ground strength in LUZON was
estimated at 204,500 troops, composed of 89,000 combat and 115,500 base
and service troops. Reinforcement of LUZON had continued at an acceler-
ated pace, with possibly 20,000 troops landing during the first ten days
of December. In the immediate vicinity of the objective area, charged
with the security of the LINGAYEN PLAIN, there wére an estimated 35,000
troops, inc¢luding two divisions, a mixed brigade, and an armored unit of
at least onc battalion, An examination of the beaches after our landing
indicated that no detarmined defense of the beaches had been contemplateds
Subsequent developments showed that no major defense was planned by the
enemy at any point between the beaches and the AGNO River. It was cvident,
however, that the enemy intended to hold all the hill country to the north
and east of our beaches and had constructed many gun emplacements and
other defenses throughout this area.

(v) Om

Naval

The Second Battle of the PHILIPPINES gave the Allied
Forces unguestioned control of the waters east of the PHILIPPINES. The
proximity of the THIRD Fleet to the area of operations and the threat of
Allied submarines made a sortie of the JAPANESE Navy from the EMPIRE into
the waters immediately west of LUZON a hazardous undertaking. The Bom-
bardment and Fire Support Group of our Attack Force was equal in power
to any raiding force the enemy could send against it.

Mr

- Land-based planes from MINDORO, LEYTE, MOROTAI, SANSAPOR,
PALAU and SAIPAN, together with the carrier-based planes of the THIRD
Fleet and SEVENTH Fleet, effectively neutralized the enemy air force to
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such an extent that enemy planes were encountered singly or in small
groups. Regular and special air searches covered FORMOSA, CHINA, INDO
CHINA, BORNEO and the SOUTH CHINA SEA.

Ground

The allied armies had broken all organized resistance
on LEYTE. Enemy ground forces in NEV GUINEA and HAIMAHERA were effectively
neutralizeds United States Philippine Forces controlled most of MINDANAO,
BOHOL, PANAY and the southern sections of CEBU and NEGROS.

3. Landing Area.

(a) LINGAYEN GULF is a generally rectangular area about fifteen
miles wide and twenty-five miles in lengths It is open to the .northwest and
any swell on the west coast of LUZON fram the north or west usually results
in appreciable surf on the beaches of the Gulf. The approaches are clear of
navigational hazards. The only navigational hazard inside the Gulf of any
importance is a shoal area off the eastern part in the vicinity of DAMORTIS.
The entire gulf area is of mineable depth. Unlimited anchorage areas exist
in the inner part of the Gulf,

(b) The entry plan for Task Forces 78 and 79 was so coordinated
* that the four attack groups arrived off their respective beaches almost simul-
taneously on a total front of about 12 miless There was no difficulty encounter=-
ed in the deployment of all forces into their positionss

(¢) The entire inner end of the Gulf from PORT SUAL to DAMORTIS
is bordered by sandy beaches. The of fshore depths at the beaches vary con-
siderably in different areas. The selection of beaches for landing the FIRST
Corps, 43rd Infantry Division and éth Infantry Division was based on the scheme
of maneuver of the land forces. Hydrographic information indicated that
boats and landing craft smaller than LSTs would have little difficulty in un-
loading. Offshore depths on all beaches indicated that ISTs would require pon-
toon causeways to unload, This was correct except on beaches to the northward
of SAN FABIAN (WHITE 1 and 2) where it was found that the depths were such
that LSTs could beach at any stage of the tide with almost dry ramps. This
had not been indicated by any previous information. Causeways previously
scheduled for this beach were diverted to other beaches where they were re-
quired. Fortunately, VHITE Beaches 1 and 2 were also partially protected

‘,@:
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from the swell and had little surf. This circumstance contributed materially
to the rapidity of unloading of LSTs in the SAN FABIAN Attack Force area, Un-
loading of LSTs over pontoon causeways on beaches to the southward of WHITE

1 and 2 was slow due to the surf and consequent difficulty in keeping the pon-
toon causeways in operation. It was again demonstrated that pontoon causeways
are a poor substitute for a good LST beach.

Le Organization of Naval Forces.

(a) The IUZON Attack Force was composed of two attack forces and
a reinforcement group:

The SAN FABIAN Attack Force (TF 78) - Vice Admiral BAREEY
The LINGAYEN Attack Force (TF 79) - Vice Admiral WILKINSON
Reinforcement Group (TG 77.9) - Rear Admiral CONOLLY

(b) In direct support of these forces there were:

Bombardment and Support Group (TG 77.2)
Close Covering Group (TG 77.3)

Escort Carrier Group (TG 77.4)

CVE-DE Hunter-Killer Group (TG 77.5)
Minesweeping and Hydrographic Group (TG 77.6)
Screening Group (TG 77.7)

salvage and Rescue Group (TG 77.8)

Service Group (TG 77.10

Vice Admiral OLDENDORF
Rear Admiral BERKEY
Rear Admiral DURGIN
Captain CRONIN
Commander LOUD
Captain McLEAN
Commander HUIE

Rear Admiral GLOVER

(¢) The SAN FABIAN Attack Force (Task Force 78), SEVENTH Amphib-
Force, reinforced by units of the Pacific Fleet was organized as follows:

Task Group 78,1 (VHITE Beach Attack Grouga) Vice Admiral BARBEY

Task Group 78,5 (BLUE Beach Attack Group Rear Admiral FECHTELER
Task Group 78.7 (Screen) ' Captain DUGAN
First Supply Group (Under CTG 77.9 until
: arrival objective area) Captain ABBOTT
Task Group 7849 (Second Supply Group) Captain MANEES

Ships assigned to the various Task Groups are shown in enclosure (A)

The following is a summary of ships, by types, comprising the
SAN FABIAN Attack Force (Task Force 78).

5
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Landing Ships
Transport Types and Craft Special Types Combatant Types

1 AGC 6 AKA Y 137 LST 5 ICI (Gunboat) 27 DD
1 RAGC 4 AK 20 LM iy o (Mortar; 18 DE
20 APA 5 18D 12 1cT 16 1CI (Rocket 6 FC
6 AP 1 ISV 13 ICI (Smokers) 8 sC
2 APH 109 XAK (Liberty)

(d) The THIRD Fleet, composed of fast carrier groups, operated
in support of this operation.

5e Organization of Land Forces.

: (2) The Land Forces of the SAN FABIAN Attack Force consisted of
the FIRST Corps, the principal elements:of which were as follows:

FIRST Corps - Major General SWIFT
(Landed on S-Day WHITE Beaches)

6th Inf. Div., plus supporting units =~ Major General PATRICK
(Landed on S-Day BLUE Beaches)
1st RCT
20th RCT
63rd RCT

43rd Inf, Dive, plus supporting units = Major General WING
(Landed on S-Day WHITE Beaches)
103rd RCT
169th RCT
172nd RCT

The 158th RCT was landed on WHITE Beach 1 on S£2 day for the
purpose of advancing northward towards DAMORTIS.

The 25th Infantry Division (reinforced), commanded by Major
General MULLINS was the SIXTH Army Reserve. This division was to be landed
on S#2 day at the beach to be designated by the Commanding General SIXTH Army.
The 6th Ranger Infantry Battalion and 13th Armored Group were also to be landed
in the objective area on S2 day at beaches designated by the Commanding General
SIXTH Army. The 25th Division, 6th Ranger Infantry Battalion and 13th Armored
Group were all landed by Commander SAN F.BIAN Attack Groups The 25th Division
and 13th Armored Group were landed on PWHITE Beaches, the 6th Ranger Infantry
Battalion was landed on BLUE Beach,

o | 6
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Report of the LINGAYEN Operation - SAN FABIAN Attack Force.

Air Forces Available.

(a) Strategic Support

(1) By fast carriers, Central Pacific Force.

Task Group 38, composed of threce fast Carrier Groups,
each consisting of two CVs and two CVIs, protected the van of the line-
of advance, providing continuing support by attacks on enemy air bases,
aircraft and shipping in the general area north of 15° N, latitude. This
force was at all times interposed between the JAPANESE Home Fleet and our.
line of advance to block any sortie and attack by that fleet.

Specific targets attacked by this force were Northern
IUZON and FORMOSA.

(2) By Air Forcos, Southeast isia.

The 14th and 20th Air Forces based in the CHINA, INDIA-
BURMA theater assistoed in protecting the van of owr line of advance by
cont inuing attacks on enemy air bases and aircraft in the land arca
bordering the SOUTH CHINA SEA, especially on FORMOSAe

(3) By Air Forces, Southwest Pacific.

The 5th and 13th Air Forces protected the left flank and
rear of the line of advance by continuing attacks on enemy bases, aircraft
and shipping south of 17° N, latitude., Specific targets included SOUTHERN
LUZON, CENTRAL PHILIPPINES, MINDANAO, CELEBES, HALMAHERA and BORN:20,.

(4) By Air Forces, Central Pacific.

The 7th and 2lst Air Forces protected the right flank
and rear of owr linc of advance by attacking cnemy bascs, aircraft and
shipping in the general area cast of 130° E, longitudes Specific targets
included the BONIN ISLANDS, YAP, and TRUK ISLAND.

(b) Direct Supports.
Eighteen Escort Carriers provided for direct support the

equivalent of six carriers for the SAN FABIAN Attack Force.

@
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Two groups of attack bombers of the Army Air Force, South-
west Pacific Area provided for direct support the equivalent of one group
of i~20s for the SAN FABIAN Attack Force.

(c) Search Aircraft.

To provide timely information of enemy positions and move=-
ments, search aircraft of the 5th, 7th, 13th, 1lith, 20th and 21lst Air Forces
plus Noval Aircraft of the 3rd, 5th and 7th Fleets were employed over the vast
area of operation wherein JAPANESE air, surface and sub-surface forces were
operating, g

Te Planning.

The initial planning for the LINGAYEN GULF Operation began at
HOLLANDIA, NEW GUINEA about 5 November: 1944+ Conferences were held at the

SEVENTH Fleet and SIXTH Army headquarters at HOLLANDIA. It was decided that
the THIRD Amphibious Force would land the FOURTEENTH Corps on beaches in the
LINGAYEN Area and the SEVENTH amphibious Force would land the FIRST Corps on
beaches in the SAN FABIAN Area. S-Day was tentatively set as 20 December 1944

Planning began on this baais and shipping was so allocateds In
the meantime a preliminary operation was being planned for the occupatidn of
MINDORO, with a target date of 5 December. Some of the ships to be used in
the LINGAYEN Operation were also committed to the MINDORO Operation.

v The distance from HOLLANDIA to the LINGAYEN GULF Beaches is
2150 miles, and some of the troops that had to be picked up were 800 miles
to the rear of HOLLANDIAs With the nine-knot LSTs and the time involved in load-
ing, this meant that initial movements of ships had to start prior to 30 Nov-
ember. On a very tight schedule for replenishment and movement, plans were
made to meet the target date of 20 December and ships distributed to load-
ing ports. After a partial distribu%ion had been effected, the target dates
for the MINDORO and LINGAYEN operations were delayed to 15 December and
9 January, respectively. Plans were revised to meet the new target detes.’
This delay of 20 days provided sufficient time for the loading of transports
and replenishment which would have been very difficult, if not impossible,
to accomplish and still meet the ariginal target date of 20 Decembers

8. Training and Rehearsal.

Both the 6th and 43rd Infantry Divisions had previous amphibious
experience and training, The 43rd Infantry Division completed a refresher

@
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Sub ject: Report of the LINGAYEN Operation -~ SAN FABIAN Attack Force.

course at AITAPE during September 1944 and the 6th Infantry Division com-
pleted a training period at MILNE BAY during February and March 1944. The
FIRST Corps Staff had periodic instruction and training at the Amphibious
Training Center MILNE BAY over an extended period of time.

Combat experience was gained by the 6th Infantry Division at
SANSAPOR and TOEM, and by the 43rd Infantry Division in the RUSSELLS and at
MUNDAs Thus troops experienced in combat and amphibious landings were
landed by TF 78 in the assault landings.

Trensport groups were directed to rchearse for the amphibious
operation by the Commander SAN FABIAN Attack Force (CTF 78), the WHITE
Beach Transport Group rehcarsing the assault ship-to-shore movement at
AITAPE and the BLUE Beach Transport Group rehearsing at SANSAPOR.

These rehearsals conformed as ncarly as possible to the assault
ship-to-shore movement of the actual operation and all units involved made
every effort to carry out the rchearsal as realistically as was possible,
However, no supplies or equipment were unloaded since insufficient time was
available to permit reloading. ‘It is the exception in this arca when the Army
conducts a full scale rchearsal, including of f loading all cquipment and
storess As a result, off loading at the far shore and the handling of sup-
plics over the beach continues to be a problems The LVTs and LVT(A)s of the
WHITE Boach group actually landed and carried out maneuvers ashore prior to
their rectum to their assigned carriers,:

All maneuvers and timed operations, including sortie, forming
of cruising dispositions of the transports and positioning in the "transport
arsa" were rehearsed, and the SAN FiBIAN Attack Force was considered ready
for the scheduled operation in the LINGAYEN GULF Area of LUZON, P, I.

9 Trans port Loading.

() Plannine,

Prior to the arrival of assigned shipping; preliminary
planning was carried out jointly by SEVENTH Amphibious Force, SIXTH Army and
FIRST Corps at HOLLANDIA, DUTCH NEW GUINEAs It was determined that the major
clements of FIRST Corps - 43rd Division, 6th Division, and FIRST Corps troops -
would load at AITAPE, SANSAPOR, and HOLLANDIA, respectively. In addition,
SIXTH Army troops scheduled to land in the SAN FABIAN Arca would load at

G
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MILNE BAY, ORO BAY, FINSCHHAFEN, LAE, HOLLANDIA, BIAK, NOEMFOOR, and LEYTE.
SIXTH Army reserves, the 25th Division, would load at NOUMEA, and the 158th
RCT would load at NOEMFOOR.

Based on cargo and troop estimates submitted, allocation of
shipping was as follows:

FIRST CORPS
43rd DMvision 6th Division

8'APA 16 LST APA 1 AKA 13 LST
3AP 10 ISk AP 2AK 10 LSM

3 AKA 1 XAK APH 2 LsD 1 XAK
2 IsD Ls

SIXTH ARMY

25th Division 158th RCT Army, Scrvice, AAF

9 APA 1 AK 10 APD 3 APA 4 LCI
2 AP 2 XAK 3 APA 1 APH 29 LST
1 AKA 1 AKA 2 AKA XAKs as
5 LST designated

For resu -

6 LSD (turnaround)
112 LST
XAKs as designated

CTG 77+9 was assigned the mission of lifting the 25th- Division-
at NOUMEA, the 158th RCT at NOEMFOOR, and service units at MILNE BAY, ORO BAY,
LAE, FINSCHHAFEN, and LEYTE. The balance of SIXTH Army units as well as all
of FIRST Corps were lifted by CTF 78+ Upon arrival of the shipping in this
area, the final assignment of assault elements was mades

(b) LO&QE.

The twenty-day delay in the LINGAYEN Operation greatly eased

the loading problems Both the 43rd and 6th Divisions were staged in areas

/6
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which had no harbor facilities, and were open to the sca where at times load-
ing was suspended because of surf on the loading beachess In general, load-
ing had to be accomplished during the morning hours while the sea was compara-
tively calm, Because of this condition, approximately 15 days were required
at AITAPE and S/NSAPOR to load all APs, APAs, AKAs, AKs, LSMs and LSTs.

In addition to vehicles and combat equipment, the following
supplies accompanied troops to the objective:

Class I - 10 D/S  Class IV = 30 /S (except Engineer)
Class II =-10D/S Clags V =~ 2 U/F combat units
Class III =~ 15 D/s, - 3 U/F service units

Following is cargo average for all type ships loaded:
Type Nos Vehicles Bulk Tons Total Tons

AP 43 125 257

APA 71 175 364k
AKA 127 1028 149442
AK 165 1500 228246
LST 72 170 L7449

Since it was necessary for-all ships to meke a fast turn around
in order to bring in reinforcement troops, cargo limitations were so imposed:
that APs and APAs could be unloaded in one day, AKAs in two days, and AKs in
three to four days. Cargo limitations were:

APAs - 450 tons AKs = 3000 tons
APs = 300 tons LSTs - 600 tons
AKAs = 1500 tons

10, Approach to the Objectives

Task Group 78.1 (WHITE Beach) with the FIRST Corps Hoadquarters
and 43rd Infantry Division embarked, took departure from AITAPE, NEI GUINEA
at 1600 on S-12 (28 December 1944), The.sortie from AITAPE was made in accord-
ance with Annex BAKER to CTG 78.1 Attack Order 2-44, enclosure (B) hercto.
The movement to the objective area was in accordance with CTF 78 Operation
Plan 103-44, enclosure (A) hereto.,

<
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The Task Group was formed in a modified circular cruising
disposition, course and axis 308° T, speed 9 knots. ‘The guide was the Force
Flagship (BLUE RIDGE) in station 0,5090, Destroyers, destroyer escorts, PCs
and SCs formed the screen. Four destroyers of the screen, one ahead, one on
either flank, and one astern were assigned radar guard scctors. Picket sta-
tions were not assigned. The main body was formed in a column of types as
follows: (a)transport group (APAs, AKAs, AKs, and LSDs); (b) ICI group -
modified as rocket boats and smokers; (cs LSTs; and (d)‘miscellaneous group
consisting of twd tankers (A0), and LST ammunition ship, and a net cargo
ship (AKN)s Astern of. these types an area was assigned the escort carriers.

The route followed was as prescribed by Commander LUZON Attack
Force Operation Plan 17-44« The route passed through LEYTE GUIF, SURIGAO
STRAIT, MINDANAO SEA, SULU SEA, MINDORO STRAIT, and SOUTH CHINA SEA to LINGAYEN
GULF., Alternate routes were provided should the tactical situation require
their use. This routc for part of the distance, was about 30 miles to the
westward of the route used far the LEYTE Operation, with the result that all
shipping returning from LEYTE, having been routed 30 miles to the westward of
that track, was encounterede ;

At 1040 on 31 December 1944, the Escort Carrier Group, Task
Unit 7hekel consisting of two CVEs (KADASHAN BAY and MARCUS ISLAND) and two
destroyer escorts (R.S. BULL and R.M, ROWELL), reported to CIF 78 for duty
and took station in the CVE area astern of the formations The CVE group
estoblished an anti-submaerine patrol and a combat air patrol,

: Task Group 78.5 (BLUE Beach) with the 6th Infantry Division
embarked, took departure from SANSAPOR on 30 December 1944 This group
effected rendezvous with Task Group 78,1 at 1200, 3 January 1945, taking station
1, miles astern, At the same time the LST group of Task Force 79 coming from
the Admiralties took-station 14 miles astern of Task Group 78.5. These groups
proceeded in company, but as separate tactical units, The escort carricrs

were then stationed astern of Task Group 78.5. The two CVEs fumished the

ASP and CAP for all three groups,

Enroute to LEYTE GULF several sound contacfts were made on 1 and
2 January, but upon developing, the results were negative. Hunter-Killer
tactics were employed in each instance, On the morning of 2 January the task
group was snooped by a JAP BETTYs On 3 January the CAP shot down a JAP FRANCES
which was closing the formation and then about 20 miles away.

Commencing at daylight on 3 January all escorts were fueled from
the SCHUYLKILL. At 1200, 4 Joanuary the tankers and other units destined for
LEYTE were detached and proceeded on ahead.

[V
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Upon arriving at the entrance of LEYTE‘GULF‘, ‘the fomat.ion'was
joined by ships that had loaded there for the assault, including ten LSls, an
ammunition LST, a fleet tug, a salvage ship, some LCI fire fighters, and
several Army communication ships. A similar group of ships joined Task Group
7845« In addition, a MINDORO resupply convoy also joined the formation-and

took station astern of the LSTs of Task Force 79. At 2000 on 4 January, while
pessing through LEYTE GULF, the Close Covering Group (TG 77.3) consisting of
four light cruisers and eight destroyers took station ten miles ahead of the
formation, This group operated independently of Task Force 78, but maintained
station in the van or on the flank until arrivel off the objective area.

Passage through SURIGAQ STRAIT was made without incident. ' On
the afternocon of 5 January, while in the MINDANAO SEA,“a Japancse midget sub-
marine fired two torpedoes at the Close Covering Group, which missed, Upon
firing the second torpedo the submarine broacheds CTF 78 directed the ASP to
the scene, and one plane made depth charge and rocket attackss The plane
reported the submarine rolled over upon completion of thcse attacks. The
TAYLOR closed in and succeeded in ramming the submarine, The submarine is
believed to have been sunk, Later, two torpedoes were fired at the LST-unit °
of Task Group 78.1, indicating the -presence of another midget submarine, these °
aiso misseds Hunter-Killer operations were instituted but with negative results,
On the night of 5-6 January a group of enemy planes = about 15 in number -
passed over the formation. All fire was withheld and the enemy was apparently
unable to spot the formations No action resulted.

On 7 January while in the SULU SEA and south of MINDORO STRAIT,
rendezvous was made with a tanker groups The escorts of all three task groups
were fueled, and on completion, the oilers returned to MINDORO.

During the evening of 7 January while in the CHINA SEA, a dusk
air raid was delivered by & small group of JAP planese The LST 912, of Task
Group 78.5 was crash dived. Minor topside damage and a few casualties re-
sulted and the ship continued in formations Two JAP planes were shot down
by ships' anti-aircraft fire. :

That night the disposition of the escorts was changed to meet
the threat of a possible enemy surface attack. The Close Covering Group
dropped back to the left flank of the convoy to cover the approach from the'
west and southwest, Four destroyers of Task Group 78,1 were placed on either
flank of the task group and at five miles from the axis to meet attacks from
chead and from the east, One destroyer was stationed five miles in the van.
Duties of the inner anti-submarine screen were token over by the DEs, PCs and
SCse Task Group 78.5 adopted a similar dispositions

®
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Shortly after 2100 on 7 January a Tomcat reported a surface con-
tact distance 30 miles, bearing 060° on course 220. At 2156 the BLUERIDGE
picked up the contact ,pearing 068°, distance 19,5 miles on course 280, speed
16 knotse The Tomcat was, directed to circle and observe. The right flank
destroyers (CHARLES AUSBURNE, BRAINE, SHAW and RUSSHLL) shortly afterward
picked up the contact and were directed to close and destroys Our destroyers
opened fire on the enemy at a range of 10,000 yards and closed to 1100 yardse
At 2255 the enemy, a Japanese destroyer of the HOTSUKARU Class was sunks No
damage was inflicted on our shipse

For the remainder of the night of 7-8 January the convoy was
continuously snooped by enémy planess Our night fighters were successful in
shooting down four of thems The Close Covering Group opened fire on several
occasions and flarcs were drapped in their vicinity,

At dawn of 8 January the convoy was again under air attdcks "The
planes appeared to concentrate mostly on the CVEs astern of Task Group 78.¢5.
This unit was under continuous attack from 0644 until 0803, The combat air -
patrol shot coewn six pianes and damaged several otherss At 0751 a Jap plane,
domaged by Ap five, cvashed into the starboard side of the KADASHAN BAY,
cousing a 15-Feot nole at th- waterline, Five fighters on deck were damaged
and the'gaseline sys?em Knocked out. Fire and flooding were soon brought under
contre ), trough the ohip was dowm five feet by the bows The MARCUS ISLAND
landed and serviced KADASHAN 20Y planes until repairs could be effected.

" At 0759, during the same.raid, the CALLOWAY, a transport of
Task Group 78,5, was crash dived on the starboard side of the superstructure.
Dorage was corfined to topside, casualties were light and the ship continued
in forme.tion, . .

The remainder of the passage to LINGAYEN was uneventful., Para-
vanes weve stranmad neier to dark on the 8th and Task Group 78.5 closed Task
Creup 78.1 te the minimem nrcelicable disbance duiring the nighte Task Group
7). passed Invoush the refer @nce .oinss sulficicatly in adyance so that “Task
Grevp 78,5 could pass at the scheduiod times. Peravanes were recovered com=
mencing ab 030 on the Jth, cpprocning the transport areas At 0646 Commander
Tasl: Group 78,7 executed the signal to "Deploy", All ships then proceeded as
directed in CTG 78+l Attack Order 2-44. .

®
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Report of the LINGAYEN Operation - SAN FABIAN Attack Force.

Landing, (H=hour 0930)

Sunrise = 0724 Moonrise - 0245
Low tide = 1052 High tide =~ 2000

(a) VHITE Beach #1 (800 yards) _
Initial assault in 27 LVTs from 2 LSTs,.

WAVE NO, & TYPE  LAND TROOPS (Progs Total)

12 LVTs H 261,
12 LVTs HA3 528
3 LVIs 594
6 LOVP HA8 810
6 1CVP HA13 1026
6 ICVP HA18 1242
6 LCVP HA23 1458
1 LeM Hf28 1488
3 LsM HA38 1650
L LST HAT0 3250

(b) WHITE Beach #2 (1000 yards) ;
Initial assault in 27 LVTs from 2 LSTs. :
WAVE NO. & TYPE  LAND  TROOPS (Prog. Total)

1 12 LVTs H 264
2 12 LVTs HE3 528
3 LVIs 59
12 LCVP Hf8 1026
12 LovP HA13 1458
12 LCVP HA18 1890
12 ILCVP Hf23 2322
12 LCVP Hf28 2754
6 LcM H£33 2934
6 LCT HA38 3234
4 LCM HALS 3354
5 LM HE55 3654
6 LST HAT0 6054,
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Rgport of the LINGAYEN Operation = SAN FABIAN Attack Forces

(¢) WHITE Beach #3 (1000 yards) ;

Initial assault in 27 LVTs f;'om 2 LSTs, .

WAVE NO, & TYPE LAND  TROOPS (Prog. Total)
12 LVTs

d, H 261,
2 12 LVTs Hf3 528
Free 3 LVTs 594
3 12 ICVP H/B 1026
N
5
6
7
8

12 ICVP  HAL3 14,58

12 LCVP HA18 1890

12 LCVP Hf23 2322

2 LM Hf28 2442

8 LCU H£33 2682

12 LCVP H/38 311,

10 12 ICVP HEL3 3546
11 12 ICVP HAL8 3978
12 2 Lo Hf53 4038
13 10 LSTs HA70 8038

At 0830 21l landing craft had been launched and loaded and
were proceeding to the line of departure in accordance with‘the schedule.
The first waves landed on WHITE Beaches 1 and 2 on schedule, but on VHITE
Beach 3 the first wave was five minutes late. Succecding waves landed in
accordance with the schedule intervals. .

There was no initial opposition to the landing and the troops
proceeded inland. That there was no opposition indicated the effectiveness
of the naval bombardment that preceded the landing. Bombardment of the
béaches began on S=2 Day and continued right on up to S-Dey with over 7500
Le5" rockets being delivered on the beaches immediately preceding H-hour,.
Aircraft homhing end straling of the beaches was not useds It is believed
to be more efiective to kecp the beach under ship bombardment and rocket
fire rather than stop and shift to air bombardment and strafing during that
period immediately before H-hour, Air bombardment is highly desirable in
the rear areas, particularly on reverse slopes, and on targets out of range
of naval gunfire. This procedure has been followed in this arca with successs

. ®
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The assault landing was made with extremely light casualties.
The  LCVPs and LCMs made dry ramp landings on all beaches, However, as expec=
ted, difficulty was experienced in beaching LSTs and LSlfs. WHITE Beach 3
wos unsuitable for-those types of ships, and 2ll the BLUE beaches required
pontoons., However, WHITE Beaches 1 and 2 were found to be satisfactory and
all supplics and equipment for WHITE beaches were unloaded over thosc two
beachess Due to beach and surf conditions BLUE Beach became untenable so
that commencing on SFL day all supplies and equipment for BLUE Beaches were
unloaded over WHITE Beaches 1 and 2.

Pontoons as causeways and barges were carried forward on ISTs,
but due to existing beach conditions and surf they were found to be of little
value. Though experiencéd personnel manned the pontoons, many of them broached
and became unserviceables ' :

At 1000 on S-Day enemy mortar fire opencd up on VHITE Beach 3,

hitting several LSMs and cousing light casualtics and minor damages Encmy
mortar and artillery fire continued intermittently on WHITE Beaches on S-Day
ond in the afternoon reached the extent that it was necessary to stop unload-
ing for about three hours and retract the LSTs. One LST was hit and suffered
a few casualties and superficial damage.

Each night until S£L enemy artillery would open up on the beaches
for about thirty minutes, generally between 2300 and midnight. It had little
cffcct other than harassing, causing few casualtics and slight damages

All APAs, APs and LSDs were unloaded on S=Day, The LSMs and
ICTs were used to assist in unloading assault shipping and werc of great
assistances Due to beach ard surf conditions the pontoon barges were mostly
used as ferries for carrying cargo from the AKAs and AKs to LCVPs and LCMS
thot were lying to off the beachs ‘While this required a double handling of
cargo, it did faeilitate unloading,

Only two enemy air attacks were made on S-Day = one at 1317 by
two planes. One plane crashed the MISSISSIPPI and the other crashed the
ALUSTRALIA. The second attack was at dusk-no damage was inflicted,though
bombs were dropped and straddled several ships,

Smoke screens covering the entire area werc layed prior to dawn

and dusk, and it is believed that this is one of the most effective means of
defeating the enemy dawn and dusk air attacks,

®
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Naval Gunfire Suggort.

(a) Naval gunfire support of the operation was divided into
the following three phases:

(1) Pre=S Day bombardment. Ships participating were as follows:

WEST VIRGINIA (OBB)  AUSTRALIA CA LAFFEY ~ (DD)
MISSISSIPPI (0BB)  SHROPSHIRE (ca O'BRIEN (pD)
WALKE (DD) A+ M. SUMNER §DD§ BARTON (pp)
MOALE (pD) INGRAHAM ° DD

NEW MEXICO (OBB)  MINNEAPOLIS §CA§ LOWRY (DD)

(2) Scheduled bombardment on S-Day. Ships partisipating
were those listed in (1) above plus the following: ¢

CONVERSE gnn) LAVALLETTE  (DD)  WILSON {DD)
FOOTE DD) STACK (DD
JENKINS (pb) STERRETT (oD

(3) Close supporting call fire missions after H-hour
through S£6 day. Ships participating were as follows:

MINNEAPOLIS (CAg MORRIS (pD) HOWORTH
SHROPSHIRE (cA MUSTIN (DpD) NORMAN SCOTT
RUSSELL (pp) CLAXTON (oD) STACK

CHAS. AUSBURNE (DD) WILSON (DD) CONVERSE
LANG (DD; FOOTE (pp) STERRETT
BRAINE (DD, SHAW (DD)  MC NAIR
DRAYTON (Dng MC DERMUT (DD; LAVALLETTE
MELVIN (DD JENKINS - (DD 2

(b) Pre-S Day bombardment .

The initial phase of the bombardment started un $-3 day
when the town of SAN FERNANDO, PORO POINT, and the east side of LINGAYEN
GULF were taken under fire, The selection of S-3 day to start the bombard-
ment was based primarily on the estimate that three days would be required
to complete minesweeping operations in LINGAYEN GULF and that minesweepers
would require continuous cover during that time. The bombardment was also
to afford ¢over to the underwater demolition team. Since the minesweepers
failed to locate any moored mines and therefore completed their sweeps
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ahead of schedule, it was apparent that the bombardment could have been of
shorter duration, especially in view of relatively weak defenses encountered
by the Bombardment and Fire Support Unit, Bombardment commenced on WHITE and
BLUE Beaches and viecinity on S-2 day, with a very heavy bombardment being
delivered-on S-1 day. The pre-S-day phase covered landing beaches, princi-
pal roads, high ground overlooking the beaches, and gun positions. This bom-
bardment was not observed by Commander Task Force SEVENTY-EIGHT, but reports
received indicate that enemy gun emplacements were knocked out near the
entrance to LINGAYEN GULF (SAN FERNANDO), and the beach defenses were destroyed
or abandoned. Commander Bombardment and Fire Support Unit reported on S-1
day that suitable targets were conspicuous by their abscnces

(c) Scheduled S-Day Bombardment .

(1) SAN FABIAN Fire Support Unit (3 OBB, 3 CA, 8 DD) conduc~
ted a bombardment between 0700 and 1130, and Fire Support Units P (3 DD) and
Q (4 DD) delivered a scheduled bombardment from 0845 to 0940. All units con=
ducted bombardments according to plan and the results were devastating. There
was no opposition on VHITE and BLUE beaches’at H-hour. -Fire after 0930 (H-hour)
was placted on the flanks of landing beaches, high ground overlooking the
beaches, important roads and.towns.

(2) Fifteen LCI(Rocket) delivered about 7.500 4.5 barrage
rockets along WHITE and BLUE Beaches between 0923 and 0930 (H-hour). The
rocket continues to be an extremely effective close support weapon for just
prior to H-hour when naval gunfire necessarily has to shift away from the
beaches.

(3) IcI(Mortar) were used for the first time by the SEVENTH
Amphibious Force, and proved very effective on high ground and reverse slopes
overlooking WHITE Beaches.

(d) Close Support after H-hour.

(1) Call fires requested by Shore Firc Control Parties were
delivered through S£6 day. These missions were marked by the outstanding per-
formance of the DDs assigned this duty. Accurate observed fire was delivered
at ranges up to 14,000 yards. Approximately 10,000 rounds of 5% 38 ammunition
of all types was fired in support of the 43rd Infantry Division and 158th RCT,
reinforced, during this phase, This operation marked the first employment of
the JASCO by the SEVENTH Amphibious Force. The 75th JASCO with the 43rd Div~
ision conducted a great many fire missions and functioned very well throughout

19
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the entire operation. The 293rd JASCO with the 6th Division was very soon
out of gun range and did not handle any fire missions.

(2) Communications in general were very good. However, on
S=Day many shore Fire Control Parties reported via the Control Net that they
were unable to contact support ships on assigned frequencies for urgently
requircd fire missions. They were permitted to remain on the Control Not
leading to considerable overloading of this circuit. As soon as this situ-
ation was corrected the communication nets provided werc completely adequate
and no sérious failures or delays were noted, although relaying was often
necessarys

te (3) Night Harassing Fire and Illumination was provided from
S-night through Sf6. Average expenditures in a divisional sector averaged
from 10 to 25 rounds per hour per night. Front line units of the 43rd Div-
ision continually requested this type of support which was prearranged for
each night whenever possible, The fact that no night counterattacks developed
in illuminated arecas testifies to the effectiveness of starshell illuminmation.

(e) No reports of mterial casualties other than those due to
enemy action were receiveds However, many ships had previously sustained
domage to guns and fire control equipment as a result of enemy suicide planess
That all such damaged ships carried out their scheduled assignments reflects
great credit on ships' personnel and is a tribute to the performance of our
ordnance equipment . :

(f) Ammunition expenditures by ships supporting the SAN FABIAN
Attack Force were as follows:

16" HC ‘422 rounds 51 Come 102 rounds

14HC 1,470 rounds 51 I1l, 900 rounds

8" HC 1,585 rounds 51 WP 307 rounds

8" AP -7 rounds ‘4" HE 1,328 rounds

51 HC 1;838 rounds Le2" Mortar(HE) 1;650 rounds

51 AAC 20,993 rounds Le5M Ro<(:ke!);a 7,500 rounds
HE

13. Air Support.

In general, the Commander Support Aircraft, SAN FABIAN Attack
Force.operated in conformity with the requirements laid down in the Transport
Doctirine, Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleets

@
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(a) Organization.

(1) The Commander Support Aircraft, LUZON Attack Force
retained general supervision over the Commanders Support Aircraft of
the SAN FABIAN and the LINGAYEN Attack Forces and specifically con-
trolled the Fighter Direction, the General Warning, the Local Air
Warning and the Air-Sea Rescue functions. The Support Aircraft Con-
trol Unit, SAN FABIAN Attack Force, the FIRST Corps Staff and the
4L3rd Division Staff were embarked in the BLUE RIDGE and functioned in’
the Joint Operations Room where coordination between support aircraft,
naval gunfire and Amy artillery was cffected.

(b) Enroute to the Objectives

.

(1) V¥hile enroute to the objective, the SAN FABIAN Attack
Force, composed of two convoys (TG 78.1 and TG 78.5) plus an LST corvoy
of Task Force 79 plus a MINDORO resupply convoy proceeded in a column
of convoys. This very lengthy (about 40 miles) column was protected by
two CVEs and a limited number of land~based fighters, who provided a
Target Combat Air Patrol-and a Target Anti-Submarine Patrol over the ¢
leading convoy (TG 78.1), which was controlled by Commander Task Force 78,
and Local Combat Air Patrol and Local Anti-Submarine Patrol over the
remainder of the convoys, which was controlled by the CVEs.

(2) A total of 120 sorties were flown by the Target Anti-
Submarine Patrol, which were controlled by Commander Support Air, and
504 sorties (360 Navy and 144 Army) were flown by the Target Combat Air
Patrol, which were controlled by the Force Fighter Director.

(3) The advantage accruing from the use of airborne radar

at night to scarch the area ahead of a convoy was proven by a Fighter

.- Director controlled Tomcat which made radar contact with an unidentified
vesscl in the van of the convoy and outside the range of our shipborne
radars. This contact was maintained and reports submitted until our
light surface units cculd establish-contacts This action resulted in
the guick destruction of an enemy destroyer which was threatening our
convoy. A

(c) At the Objective.

A brief resume of the Support Aircraft operations of the
SAN FABIAN Attack Force is outlined below:

3 311
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(1) S-Day Operations.

Air Support was confined a.'l.most entirely to pre-
assigned targets designated by the Commanding General FIRST Corps. These
targets consisted mainly of enemy installations and heavily defended
positions at a sufficient distance inland to permit Aircraft and Naval
Gunfire to carry out simultaneous bombardment. Principal objectives of
air strikes also included enemy reinforcement movements and road networks
over which these reinforcements moveds One group of Armmy A~20s was turncd
over to the control of Commander Air Support Control Unit - SAN FABIAN at
0842 and were employed against enemy reinforcement movements along princi-
pal road nets in, and leading toward, FIRST Corps territory. At H-=hour
a request from FIRST Corps was made to strafe enemy positions behind the
railroad embankment from SAN FABIAN town to a point approximately 3,500
yerds north, but the mission was cancelled since it could not be coordin-
ated with Naval Gunfire in that area, In addition, four Smoke Planes
were held in readiness from H=30 until H/75 to - conceal our beaches from
enemy positions on 300-foot and 500-foot hills, but their actual use
was never requested by FIRST Corps. No rcquests were made by the Air
Liaison Parties ashore for Direct Support Missions on the first day.

A total of 71 tons of bombs were released and 468
rockets were fired by Naval Aircraft and 13 tons of bombs released by
Army Aircraft in the following sorties on S-Day:

51 VF (Direct Support)

2, VF (Ex-TCAP)

67 VIB (Direct Support)

35 VB (Army Diregt Support)
9 VB (Air 0bservers§

(2) S£1 day to Sf6 day.

Adr targets available in.the SAN FABIAN Area-were
suf ficient to warrant the use of all Support Aircraft assigned, as well
as additional Support Groups provided by Commander Support Aircraft -
LINGAYEN and Fighter Sweeps by Target Combat Air Patrol planes. However,
there were very few Close Support Missions, the majority of requests
from Air Liaison Parties and FIRST Corps Headquarters being for- strikes
against enemy concentrations and installations in general areas, distant
from our front line positions. In this respect, the tendency of Amy
Ground Forces to leave the responsibility for selection of targets in
the hands of Cammander Air Support Control Unit - SAN FABIAN is pointed oute

-22 = }V
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A

As a result, the observations and information reported by airborne ob=-
servers and coordinators was especially valuables Because of the steadily
diminishing number of requests for Close Support Missions by the Ground
Forces, a reduction of the size of strike groups was requested and granted
commencing Sf6.

Throughout the entire period, the two Air Observers
were constantly employed in reconpaissance and’observation missions. The
assignment covered all types of reconnaissance, but due to the cnemy's
elaborate system of highway and railroad networks, principal attention
was focused on his’reinforcement movements, Particularly in the last
three or four days, the two observers provided very valuable information
to the Ground Forces, as well as to Commander Air Support Control Unit - .
SAN FABIAN as indicated by the numerous missions requested of them from
both sourcess

Six photographic missions were flown at the request of
FIRST Corps and Division Commanderse All of these missions were success=
ful and particular commendation was passed to the pilots exccuting them
by the Comnanding General of the SIXTH Division,

Total tonnage dropped during the period from SEL through
S£6 amounted to 137 tons, with 1208 rockets fired by Naval Aircraft and
340 tons of bombs dropped by Amy Aircraft. Sorties flown in Direct
Support were:

24l VF (Direct Support)
16 V¥ (Ex-TCAP)

288 VIB (Direct Support)
L6 vrB (Air Observers)
6 VIB (Photo Missions)

ARMY

e e

47 VF (Direct Support)
347 VB (Direct Support)

The above summary includes tonmage of bombs and sarties
flown by strike groups released to us by Commander Air Support Units -
LINGAYEN,
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Report of the LINGAYEN Operation - SAN FABIAN Attack Force.

(3) Missions flown

36 - Requested by Air Liaison Party (13 missions re-
quested by Air Liaison Party were rcjected, usually
due to unsuitable targets, too close friendly front
lines and inadequate marking of bothe

37 - Targets of opportunity sclected by Observers and
Coordinntors within a general area designated by
Commander Support Aircrafte

6 - Photo missions.
1 - Beach observation,

(d) Air Communications.

(1) Communications for Commander Air Support €ontrol Unit -
SAN FABIAN during the LINGAYEN Operation were, on the whole, satisfactory.
The magnitvde of the operation, with the natural resultant demend for -
increase in numier of frequencies required by activities participating,
prescnted additional problems in trying to develop satisfactory communi-
cations for alls Interference from CW transmitters was experienced on
all nets, at times so strong on the Support Air Request and Air Support
Command circuits that reception was impossible and much repetition was
necessarys The Staff Communication Personncl were very cocparative,
however, and in most cases where the CW was traced as uriginating on the
Headquarters Ship the traffic was changed to a secondary frequency. In
instances where the trensmitting stations were on other ships or ashore,
it was impossible to improve receptions

(2) The assignment of frequencies for the many Air Support
circuits required for this operation proved to be well plamned and dis=-
tributeds Only between Support Air Observation and Support Air Request
circuits was the lack of separation of Commander Air Support Unit -

SAN FABIAN frequencies directly responsible far any communication diffi-
culties expcrienceds

Lie Communi cations,

Communications in general, during the LINGAYEN Operation
showed considerable improvement over those of previous operationse ,_ %
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Circuit discipline and procedure was satisfactory except in a
few instances of poor quality of the latter which indicated a lack of trained .
personnel,

The problem of adequate voice communications facilities for
maneuvering the large convoy of various types of vessels, underway to the
assault area was solved by having all ships except LSTs, LCIs and LSMs on a
common VHF frequency. The station unit commanders of these types were on
this common frequency and in turn used other assigned frequencies to maneuver
their station units. This worked out successfullys,

Upon reaching the assault area the beaching circuits were put
in operation and operated satisfactorily. However, the volume of traffic grad-
ually increased as the unloading progressed until these circuits and visual
comnunications were operating to one hundred percent and at times with a back=
logs It was obvious that some commands did not thoroughly disseminate the
information contained in the operation plans. This was indicated by the un-
necessary number of despatches requesting information on matters covered in the
plan. Also some landing craft and transport commands were late in entering or
faileu to enter the assigned nets until prompteds It is mandatory that the
communication personnel have access to the Communication Flan,

In addition to the unnecessary despatches which caused circuits-
to be loaded it was noticed that a large percentage of despatches were verbose,
apparently voice transmissions were not written in despatch form prior to
being transmitteds It is obvious that a greater number of shorter despatches
which convey the same thoughts can be handled in the same circuit time than
the longer oness

Visual signalling was handicapped by the larger number of ships
present and the large area involveds Conditions which developed in the oper=-
ating area necessitated the transmission-of several ASP messages. Thesc des=—
patches helped to swell the traffic load, both visual and voices Difficulty
was experienced in delivery t6 new arrivals of the Liberty ship type which
had no voice callse The time possible for visual signaling was cut down due
to the necessity for making smoke in the mornings and evenings, no visual.
signalling was allowed during darkness. Several delays in the delivery of
visual traffic occurred due to lack of alertness of the signal bridge personnel.

Requests to the Flagship for communication parsonnel indicated
that some ships experienced a shortage of communication personnel, eithcar being
under~complemented, or the complement not sufficient to mect the needss

LA
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No intentional enemy interference was experienced, While all
circuits were not always free from outside transmissions, at no time was the
communications of the operation handicapped.

Comparatively few requests to the Flagship for materiel replace-
ment parts indicated that the performance of communication materiel was satis=-
factory.

154 Operations on Shore,

H=hour was scheduled for 0930, 9 January 1945. The first wave
hit the beaches as follows: THITE 1 and 2, 0930; VHITE 3, 0935; BLUE 1 ard 2,
0939. No opposition was encountered on the beaches and the troops proceeded
300 yards inland without receiving any opposition. The troops landing on ELUE
Beaches had, by 1040, advanced 2000 yards inland in LVTs, meeting no opposition.
At 1430, Major General WING assumed command of the A3rd Division ashore, and
at 1445 Major General PATRICK assumed command of the 6th Division. By night-
fall on S=Day the 6th Division had consolidated its position on the Second
Phase line and established contact with-XIV Corps elements on the right flank.
Reports from the 43rd Division were few, bat by nightfall they had advanced
approximately 4000 yards beyond SAN FABIAN, having established Division C.P
in that town. On the left flank they established a road block on the SAN
FABIAN~RABON road without advancing much beyond their initial position. WHITE
Beaches were subjected to mortar fire about a half hour after the landing,
this fire continuing intermittently during the day and throughout the night,
causing delay in unloading. The fire apparently came from the reverse slopes
on high ground on the left flank of WHITE Beach 1, this high ground not having
been occupied by our forcess

The advance continued on Sl day, meeting only isolated points
of resistances Our casualties continued to be very light. Unloading was still’
delayed on*WHITE 1 and 2 by enemy mortar fire and on BLUE Beaches by heavy surfe

SIXTH Division elements advanced as far as the towns of BALINGUEO,
SANTA BARBARA and MAPANDAN. The 43rd Division advanced to the town of MANAOAG.
Heaviest opposition came from the high ground to the left flank of the 43rd
Division. The advance was aided by air strikes and naval gunfire support
ageinst pill boxes and troop concentrations,

Progress ashore continued steadily on $£2, the various clements
in the advance tying in to form a definite front line position which approxi-
mated the initial plane

® o
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The 158th RCT landed to the left of WHITE 1 at 1000 on Sf2
day and commenced an advance northward along the east coast of the bay on the
SAN FABIAN-RABON Road. This advance was covered by naval gunfire support.
The SIXTH Army Reserve (25th Division) landed on WHITE 3 at 1000 on 3£2 day.

At 1100 General MacARTHUR established advanced headquarters
at DAGUPAN.

At 1243 on S£2 day the Commanding General of FIRST Corps assumed
command ashore as did the Commanding General of XIV Corps at 1530.

During the night, left flank positions and WHITE Beaches 1 and
2 were subject to mortar and artillery fire from the high ground flanking
these positions.

. Progress on the left flank was slowed by enemy units dug in on
Mt+ ALAVA, a 500~foot hill fronting left flank units.

Progress continued to be good on 53 except in the left flank
area where the advance was retarted by enemy units dug in on high ground. On
S£L day the 63rd RCT of the 6th Division was moved to the left flank for the
purpose of taking the high ground which had been the source of constant
trouble in that area. Their attack on this high ground continued throughout
SF5 ;lay and Sfb. An enemy counterattack from the POZORRUBIO area was repulsed
on Sf5 day.

The Commanding General SIXTH Army assumed command of dll SIXTH
Army units ashore at 1430 on SAL day.

By nightfall of S#£6 day the 63rd RCT had occupied all of this

troublesome area and had secured the left flank covering the advance about
1000 yards beyond DAMORTIS.

16, Unloadinge
(a) Unloading of Assault Transports and Cargo Ships.

Transports and cargo type vessels in Task Force 78 were
loaded for the operation as follows: APAs 450 tons; APs 300 tons; AKAs 1500
tons; and AKs 2000 tons. These loadings anticipated a single daylight un~
loading period for APAs and APs; a two-day 24~hour unloading period for AKAs;
and a four-day unloading period for AKs. Beaches and surf conditions were

@ | 1
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generally satisfactory on S-Day and S£1 day for unloading small landing craft,
and these schedules were met with the exception of the JUPITER, which required
five days to unload.

Transports and cargo ships of Task Group 77.9 reported to
Task Force 78 on S£2 day for unloading over WHITE Beachess These ships were
loaded with the 158th RCT, the 25th Division, which was the SIXTH Army Reserve, ,
and with miscellaneous FIRST Corps and SIXTH Army troops and equipment. No
~data is available on the loading of the ships of Task Group 77.9, but it is
believed that they were heavier loaded than ships of Task Force 78. This
heavier loading, together with the added traffic across WHITE Beaches resulted
in a slower discharge. The last transport of this group did not sail until
SAL4 and the last cargo vessel was not ready until S£6.

(b) Unloading LSTs.

Early on S-Day it was found that WHITE Beaches 1 and 2 -
were satisfactory for beaching LSTs, that WHITE Beach 3 was unsatisfactory,
and that LST unloading cn BTUE Beach could only be accomplished with the
assistance of pontoon causecways. WHITE Beach 3 was therefore abandoned for
ILST unloading and all causeways were sent to BLUE Beachess Despite difficult
surf conditions causing the broaching of pontoon causeways on BLUE Beaches
and the necessity for retraction from WHITE Beaches on S-Day due to enemy
mortar and’ artillery fire, all ISTs in the S<Day convoy were unloaded by S£3 day.
On Sf4 day, by agreement with the SIXTH Amy, unloading on BLUE Beach was dis-
continued and all unloading was shiftéd to WHITE Beachs While this made beach-
ing more satisfactory it slowed up unloading as troops, equipment and’ supplies
had to be meved a greater distance to dispersal and dump areas. This, together
with the difficult conditions for unloading LSTs in the LINGAYEN Beach area,
caused a considerable backlog of unloaded vessels of this type by S£6 daye

(c) Availability of Lighterage.

LCTs and LSMs were of invaluable assistance in unloading
during the assault phase, especially in unloading APs and AKs, which do not
have sufficient boats for their own unloading needs. These types of landing
craft remained under the control of the Control Officer throughout the assault ="
unloading phases

LCMs of the Engineer Special Brigades were transported in
APAs and AKAs in lieu of the ships' own LCMse These craft were used to unload
the ships to which they had been assigned, then to unload the ships in the
same division and finally were assigned to the Control Officer for unloading
. the remainder of the assault shipping in the areas When the assault shipping }’(
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was unloaded, these LCMs were released to the control of their respective
Engineer Boat and Shore Regiments and were then to be employed in unlcading
critical material from merchant ships. However, such multiple transfers are
better expressed here than were understood by the boat crew personnel with
the result that many LCMs reported directly to the Engineer Boéat and Shore
Regiment after unloading the ships in which they were carried.

Pontoon barges were o disappointments Though experienced
personnel operated these barges, the majority of thom broached on their first
trip and the few remaining were thereafter unloaded into DUKWs or landing -
craft outside of the surf line. While these pontoon barges are excellent and
inexpensive lighterage types, it is doubtful if they can be employed effic-
iently until after the beaches are surveyed and a satisfactory unloading
location for them is found.

Upon departure of assault shipping, the Control Officers
made LCTs available for unloading merchant ships, as requested by the SIXTH
Army., The LCT is still the best-lighterage for expeditious unloading in the
assault stages. In this respect, the LCT (5) is considered superior to the
LoT (6)e LSMs were used for unloading assaylt shipping after discharge of
their own loads, but were not used for unloading merchant ships.

17, Shore Party.

The experience in amphibious landings has indicated that the
copacity of assault shipping to discharge cargo generally far excecds the
capacity of the Shore Party to receive it. Shortage of motor equipment to
keep the beaches clear; shortage of cargo-handling equipment ta remove cargo
from the landing craft, and physical exhaustion of beach party personnel are
definite limitations in unloading which must be reccognizeds Each piece of
cargo-handling equipment in assault shipping displaces its tonnoge. of combat
equipments Each service soldier trained as a stevedore or longshoreman -dis-
places a combat-trained soldier. A compromise must be cffected and recog- -
nized by those charged with the planning and execcution of the operations

As has becn stated before, the unloading of the 25th Division
left much to be desired, This division was transported from NOUMEA. No
follow-up shipping was available and the whole division had to be carried in
one lifts The ALHENA, oan AKA originally scheduled, was not available and
three merchant ships had to be included in the 25th's convoy,

Investigation of the relatively slow unloading of the 25th
Division revealed that this division had no shore party of its own. The

® .
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Engineer Special Brigade employed in the operation was attached directly to
the four assault divisions and to the 158th RCT. Tae movcment of troops and
equipment of the 25th Division across beaches allotiéed to the 43rd Division
was evidently given low priority.

The performance of the Shore Papties in the unloading of e
assault shipping was very satisfactory. Except for WHITE Beach 1, the beaches
were reasonably clear at all times. linemy mortar and artillery fire slowed
unloading on WHITE Beaches 1 and 2 and practically caused its cessation at
night until S/,

It is belicved that tre Engineer Spec:¥al Brigode as organized
in the Southwest Pacific Aren is the most efficient (shorc Party organization
now functioning in amphibious warfare and that the pc¥manent organizations
of these.regiments have contributed in a large measure to the success of
amphibious operation in this theatewr,

‘Commencing with the ARAWE Operation, 1§ December 1943, the

~ SEVENTH Amphibious Force organized special beach part:les entirely separate

" from those on the transports composed of three office!’s and seventeen men.
These beach parties have landed with the shore partie s in 2ll amphibious
operations held in the Southwest Pacific and have beert found to be of great
value. A particular advantage that has resulted from the use of these parties
is that when the transports leave the area and their "deach parties are with-
drawn, these special parties remain and are of considarable help in connection
with the unloading of Liberty ships. This was readiky apparent in the LINGAYEN
Operation. "

Control Of ficers.

Two Control Officers, one for each Attack Group, were estab-
lished off WHITE and BLUE Beaches. These officers conatrolled the lahding
waves in the initial landing, and later controlled all Navy lighterage except
landing craft attached directly to APAs and AKAs. On S£3 day the Control
Officer on BLUE Beach was withdrawn and the Contyel Cfficer on WHITE -Beach
assumed control of all waterborne transportation to the SAN FABIAN Beaches,

This operation again demonstrated the importance of the unload-
ing phase. Not until sufficient heavy equipment and supplies have been landed
can the troops carry on an effective campaign inlands The unloading phase
cannot be considered mote important than the ship to shore movement of the
assault waves. It does, however, require as much control and supervision by
the officers of both services charged with the success of the amphibious oper=~
ations,

.
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Resupply and Reinforicement .

The resupply ond reinforcement schedule for tho¥#iidOneration,”
in addition to the resupply of concurrcnt operations, in the PHILIPPINE Areas,
presénted a complicated and difficult shipping and loading problem, Total
distances involved in a turnoround in some cases exceeded 5,000 milcse Pacific
Ocean Area shipping utilized in the assault phasc wos made available, in part,
for one turncround trip for resupply or reinforcement. However, scheduled
dates for release of various units at GUAM, GUADALCANAL, LEYTE, and PEARL
HARBOR were specified, hence schedules were tight and no time was available for
routine maintenance and upkcep of ships involved.

Time for loading was scheduled at 2 minimum and complete coopera-
tion betwecn ships! forces and Army units involved in loading was essential in
order to meet the schedules Dock space was available at only a very few loading
points, consequently most-loading was accomplished by transfer of cargo from
the beaches by LCMs, LCTs, and LSMs to the cargo vessclse

Resupply cchelons were scheduled as follows:

Time of arrival Type and Speed Staging=- Mileage from stag-
at LINGAYEN Area No,Ships in Knots Loading Area ing area to LINGAYE

S£5 20 tugs, with 4=5 LEYTE 865
barges,lighters
in tow

S#5 26 1CT £ 1 APc 865

7 LST 9 2090
21 XAK (Liberties) 2090
9 LM 865

6 1SD (turnaround) 13 1602
2006
2090

11 Transport types 865
18 xAK (Liberties) HOLLANDIA 2090
73 LsT LEYTE 865
(55 reinforccment)
18 resupply)
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4 Transport types MOROTAI

11 Transport types MAFFIN BAY 2900
(via MANUS)

23 XAK HOLLANDIA 2090

58 LST (turnaround) AITAFR, 2200
TOEM 2006
HOLLANDIA 2090
BIAK 1867
NOEMFOOR 1809
SANSAPOR 1864
MOROTAI 1602

15 Transport types 15 BIAK via HOLLANDIA 2400
1 LST (turnaround) 9 HOLLANDIA 2090

FINSCHHAFEN 2640
EMIRAU . 2545

18 xAK HOILANDIA 2090

Escorts were extremely limited in number duc to current opera-
tional requirements, commitments for immediate forthcoming operations, and
operational and battle damage losses. Schedules had to be arranged on a
nbreak of f" and "pick up" basis.

All available shipping was used to the fullest extent to meet
the following concurrent operations requirements:

(a) LINGAYEN reinforcement and resupply
(b) ORMOC resupply

(c; MINDORO resupply

(d) Forthcoming operations

Since the resupply for the LINGAYEN Operation has only recently
startcd, it is impossible to state at this time as to whother the schedule gs
set forth can be accomplisheds Any excessive delay in unloading at the objec=
tive area beaches or any delay in routing returning echelons s or loading of
“rosupply cargoes, will necessarily result in either a delay- in release of POA
shipping, which is essential for other scheduled operations, or in a decreased
or delayed supply of vital equipment in the LINGAYEN Arecce

@
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(2) Medical planning for the LINGAYEN GULF Operation wag pre-
dicated on several factors--the number of Army and Navy personnel involved;
the length of lines of communication; the relation of the various designated
landing beaches to each other and their hydrographic conditions; the enemy!'s
capabilities, which led to the assumption that casualties would be heavy,
particularly on S-Day; and the number of casualty-care ships availables

The' Medical Annex to the Operation Plan was based on
"Casualty Doctrine, SEVENTH Fleet" and on "Casualty Doctrine and Medical
Instruction for SEVENTH Amphibious Force" as well as on the Medical Annex
to Commander Allied Naval Forces, Southwest Pacific Area Operation Plan 17-44.

(b) Since heavy casualties were anticipated on S-Day, os
stated above, maximum facilities in the S=Day ecchelon were decmed & necessitye.
There were nine’LSTs that carricd surgical teams, seventeen LSTs with one
medical officer, and sixteen APAs that had three or four medical officers
aboard. ‘A lesscr number of casualty-care LSTs were assigned to S£2 and Sfk
echelons.

Six Surgical Team LSTs were designated to remein at
LINGAYEN for casualty care until such time as the Army was equipped to offer
definitive treatment ashores. Their medical personnel was cugmented by the
addition of two surgeons and five corpsmen to each ship, and their supplies
were increaseds

The LEYTE Operation indicated the urgent necd of rescue
vessels fitted to go alongside damaged ships and care for casualtiess Accor-
dingly, three PCE(R)s were designated for this purpose and two medical officers
were assigned to each ships However, one was demaged by a shell hit and only
two were available at LINGAYEN. The PCE(R)s, as well as one Surgical Team
1ST, were anchored near the Flagship of SOPA so that they could readily be
signalled visually to perform taskss The Surgical LST held in reserve wes
used to relieve ottier surgical LSTs when it became necessary for them to
retract and unload.

The location of the theater of operations and the tactical
situation made it unadvisable for Geneva-protected AHs to enter LINGAYEN at
an carly dote, Since the majority of the APAs were in the S<Doy and Sf1
echelons and departed the area as soon as they were unloaded, the APHs TRYON,
RIXEY and PINKNEY were held in LINGAYEN to receive casualties from other ships
rand to ewvascuate. them when ardered by SOPAs

&
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(c) SEVENTH Amphibious Force Beach Parties 2, 4, 5 and 6 were
assigned to this operation. In addition, the Medical Beach Parties from
nine APAs were scnt ashore te remoin until their ships seileds

- These Beach Party Medical Officers were fumished a list
of ships'!' facilities. They were instructed to screen the casualties so that
those requiring immediate surgery were sent to surgical teams and the walld.ng
wounded and patients ygth minor wounds were sent direct to APAs and other

~vessels. This method was designed to reserve the surgical teans for the more
seriously injured.

(d) ALl casualty-care ships were ordered to léad medical sup-
plies to cepacity prior to departure for their stoging areas,

The Surgical Team LSTs at HOLLANDI.A werc® furnished with
24 querts of whole blood, twenty million units of pencillin, and one hundred
amoules of gas gangrene antitoxin as cdditional suppliese The USS WASATCH
carried four hundred pimts of blood to the forward arca from the LST 464 2t
LEYTE, Later echelons brought from LEYTE blood that had been flown from the
United Statese

Ships remoining at LINGAYEN as casualty ships will be able
to replenish from larger ships present, from arriving ships, and from Amy
sources ashore.

(e) As events proved, casualties on S-Day, and until our depart-
urc on Sf6 were relatively light. However, the threat remained of the rececipt
of a large number of casualties at any time either from forces ashore or
afloat and so the early casuclties were evacuated as rapidly as possible on
returning LSTs and-APAs. USS RIXEY (APH) was sailed on Sfée Although not
filled to cepacity, she contained all the litter cases she could care far.

20e Comments. cnd Recommendationse

(a) The .usc of smoke to completely blanket the ships at anchor
and the beaches appears to be a most effective means of defeating the cnemy-
dawn end dusk air attaqy._

(b) Naval bombardment continues to prove its cffectivencss ==
"the landing was unopposed". It appears now, however, that the JAP is moving
his defenses beyond the range of naval gunfire and that he is accepting the
fact that he cannot stop the landing. The shore and beach defenses at SAN
FABIAN had been evo.cuated, but many gun emplacements were being constructed
back in the hills.

Bt ot
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(¢) Prior to the LEYTE Operation, the naval bombardment pre-
ceding the amphibious landings held in the Southwest Pacific Area was limited
to D=Day. On this operation naval bombardment, covering the minesweeping
and underwater demolition teams, commenced three days prior to the landing.
Mineswecping revealed no minefields, and the demolition team encountered no
underwater or beach obstacless In an effort to maintain tactical surprise,
or at least to avoid disclosing until the latest possible moment the location
of the beaches on which the landing is to be made, it is recommended that
unless positive infommation is available to indicate the objective area is
mined and the beaches planted with obstacles, that the naval bombardment be
confined to that which is necessary to destroy or neutralize the enemy
defenses,

(d) In this operation as in the LEYTE Operation the strategic
supporting forces and attack forces were under dual command, creating divided
responsibility.

' (e) The photographic coverage of the beaches was highly satis-
factory, however, the areas beyond the beaches were not cdequately covercd.
Air Support can be aided greatly by vertical coverage of the areas beyond the
beachess

(£f) In the BLUE RIDGE the CIC is located on the flag bridge
and it is considered inadequate for Force Fighter Direction Control. The
space is not large enough to accommodate the necessary personnel and there
is mutual interference with the VHF equipment installede It is recommended
that CIC be relocated next to Air Support Operations in the Joint Operations
room during the next overhaul and that new modern equipment be installed
during this alteration,

D. E. BARBEY.
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TABLE OF ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPPING

TRANSPORT LOADING

WHITE BEACH
S=Day

SHIP TROOPS VEHICLES TONS_BULK TOTAL TONS UNIT
T—— — i —— e — e ——— —

CAVALIER 1225 88 137.1 36848 2 Bn, 169 RCT,
: Hqe 169 RCT
FELAND 865 53 1459 232eL 1 Bn;, 149 RCT
GOLDEN CITY 1125 43 172.9 356° 3 Bn, 169 RCT
FAYETTE 1389- - 8l e’ )} 42767 3 Bn, 169 RCT
‘ ' Hqs 169 RCT
HEYWOOD 1072 72 151.3 25343 1 Bn; 103 RCT
LEEDSTOWN 1328 80 51643 2 Bn, 103 RCT
CAPE JOHNSON 1217 L1 167 533 EB&S,
; L3 Dive Units
DuPAGE 896 81 372,86 1 Bn, 172 RCT,
: Hgs 172 RCT
FULLER 58l 71 186" 36046 2 Bny 172 RCT
WAYNE 814 67 21347 38447 3 Bny 172 RCT
JOHN LAND 1184 61 79 249 3 Bn, 172 RCT
ELMCRE 697 88 Hqs I Corps, 58 Sig,
3 409 Med,
THUBAN 413 1173.6 1545 470 AA, 43 Diva
: ! i Supplies
AQUARIUS 297 87344 144345 161 AA, 43 Dive
! Supplies :
HERCULES 320 153545 2282,6 L70 AA, 43 Dive
Supplies
ARNEB 780 1280 58 sig, I Corps,
3608 Ord.
MERCURY 340 EngreConst«Bn.
APPLING 20 110 43 Fld. Hosp,
: ' 3608 Ord, Corps
WINGED ARROW 60 150 I Corps,
63 PortSurgHospe
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TABLE OF ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPPING
TRANSPORT LOADING

BLUE BEACH
S-Day

SHIP TROOPS VEHICLES TONS BULK TOTAL TONS UNIT

FREMONT . 8L5 119 70 402 6 Div.Hq,Div.FA,
- 80 FA - .
CALLAWAY 1317 113 102 4,06 Bn; 20 RCT, 80 FA
999 86 250 L46 Bn, 20 RCT -
1015 61 140 301 706 Ord, 6 Sig,
A T T
MONITOR 238 L2 200 580 4,66 AmphTrk; 51 FA
IEONARD WOOD 1289 103 L57 1 ReT, 6 QU
543" EB&S
O'HARA 1275 82 300 1 BT, ‘I PA,..C,
263 Med, -
PIERCE 1235 406 1 RCT, 1 FA,
6 Engr. Bn
LaSALLE 851 L2l Meds Col.Co,
1st"FA X

ELECTRA 332 1 RCT, 293 JASCO,
§ 480rd i
JUPITER 128 20 RCT, 80 FA,
, ) 6th QM "
BANNER 666 63 RCT, 53 TA,
6 Engr.

HERALD OF THE -
MORNING 1,76 ! 63 RCT, 53 FA,
293 JASCO
BARNSTABLE 1359 Bn, 63 RCT, 53 FA,
6th Meds .
RIXEY 385 _ quCOo 6th DiVo,
543 EB&S
AURTGA 250 161 AA Bn, 466
AmphTrk

ENCLOSURE (C)
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TABLE OF ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPPING

LST_LOADING
WHITE BEACH
S-Day

SHIP TROOPS  VEHICLES TONS BULK  TOTAL TONS UNIT
482 b 1 77 170 800 716 Tank Bn. -
L67 L40 (A - 384 172 RCT, LVTs,

533 EB&S
L7k 556 (i —-— 387 172 RCT, LVTs,
533 EB&S ;
488 517 73 -— 380 3750 QM TrkDet,
54 Evac.Hospe
475 26, 7 170 800 716 Tank' Bn.
245 421 104 421 533 LB&S, 43 Sig,
Hqe 43 Div.

123 425 57 104 400 192 FA; 470 AAA
451 298 52 96 45k 192 FA, 470 AAA
470 395 65 - 403 169 RCT, LVTs,

533 EB&S ‘
469 397 66 ——- 39% 169 RCT, LVTs,
533 EB&S
L5k 307 70 L6l 118 EngrBr,118 Med.)
125 395 65 173 630 533 EB&S, 181 FA,
809 AmpheTrks-
4,86 380 70 i) 395 L3 Qi, 161 AAA,
470 AAA, 873 QM
452 340 65 127 460 533 EB&S, 43 Qi,
L70 AAA )

22 389 69 — 378 103 RCT, LVTs,
L56 3% 80 —— 355 103 RCT, LVTs, L3GM '
463 296 85 370 I Corps,52,58 Sig,

989 SigSve %
466 278 h 170 550 I Corps,52,58 Sig,
680 Loaded TORM, no
report

L59
h68; To ORANGE Beach with Air Warning equipment (SIXTH Army change).

ENCLOSURE (C)




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

Al16-3

S~E-C~R-E~T
TABLE OF ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPPING

LST_LOADING

BLUE BEACH
S-Day

SHIP TROOPS VEHICLES TONS_BULK TOTAL TONS UNIT

912 200 52 52 406 79 Engr.Const.Bn,

910 120 56 370 510 Engr.Lt.Pont.Co,

993 125 o 370 510 Engr.Lt.Pont.Co.

569 199 68 Co. A, 60 Sig.Bn.

555 50 580 1 RCT, LVIs, 3448
QU Trke

581 L3 520 1 RCT, LVTs, 543
EB&S -

667 36 530 543 EB&S; 198 AAA

614 52 543 EB&S, 198 AAA,
706 Ord. 7

628 61 20 RCT, LVTs, 543
EB&S y

582 60 20 RCT, LVTs, 543
EB&S :

700 82 543 EB&S, 3L48 QU
Trk, 198 AAA

740 2 62 543 EB&S, 3448 QU
Trk, 198 AAA

712 87 53 FA, 6 Engr. Bn.

777 75 543 EB&S, 6 Engr.Bn,

Thdy 41 55 FA, 3 Plat, 289
FA, Obsn, Bns

691, 41 55 FA, 3 Plat, 269
FA, Obsn; Bn, ;

. 135 Meds

126 No information

919)

619)

673) :

746) 6th Army Engr. Units loaded at LEYTE, no information

1) .

991;

631

ENCLOSURE (C)
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TABLE OF ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPPING

WHITE THREE
Sf2

SHIP TROOPS VEHICLES TONS BULK TOTAL TONS UNIT

ZEILIN 1110 98 115 L16 25th DiveHqe
90 FA Bne
LaPORTE 1231 86 117 161 RCT
PRESIDENT ADAMS 1078 95 259 L7 161 RCT
PRESIDENT MONROE 1532 58 362 161 RCT
AUDRAIN No information
AL7OL 218 238 795 25th Div,
PLES. JACKSON 1024 73 286 539 Hqe 25th Div,
T..'JRENS 1,304 60 375 575 35th RCT
OCONTO 1453 56 368 549 35th RCT
CX*ORD 1323 77 298 539 27th RCT
LATIMER 53 311 498 27th RCT
COMET 946 L8 173 27th RCT

BLUE-WHITE BEACHES
Sf2

WARREN 72 200 Ascom
UVALDE 159 1200 Ascom
OLLSTEAD | 200 6th Army Service
TRYON L1 100 6th Army
WARRICK 135 1250 bth Amy
GILLIAM 61 200° i b6th Army Hqe
LKAIR 58 27645 158 RCT
HASKELL 59 158 RCT
TRON 55 158 RCT
DIPHDA 158 RCT
IVEWNAN 152 RCT
LIDDLE 158 RCT
KEPHART 158 RCT
COFER 158 RCT
LLOYD 158 RCT
SCHLEY 158 RCT
KILTY 158 RCT
TALBOT 158 RCT
CROSBY 158 RCT
HERBERT 158 RCT
MANLY 158 RCT

@ ENCLOSURE (C)
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SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
Fleet Post Office .
-San Francisco,California

SECRET

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION
Task Force 78
and
Task Group 78.1

/P;H/» z(’m‘/ ,4,"—

26 December 1944
(S-14 Dg)

Commander Task Force SEVENTY.EIGHT and Commander Task Group SEVENTY-EIGHT
POINT ONE (Vice Admiral BARBEY, USN) in U.S,S., BLUE RIDGE departed HOLLANDIA,
NEW GUINEA, Harbor at 1700 and procecded to AITAPE escorted by U.S.S. JENKINS
in accﬁzdamg with CIF 78 Operatian.Plan.103-U44 and CTG 78,1 Attack Order
No, 2-uk,

WEATHER
Overceast.,

OPERATIONS
Procceded for AITAPE, course 085° T, spced 9.5 knots, zigzag
Plan 25, Shifted base course from 085° T to 107° T at 2025, and ceased
“‘yigiegging. Changed speed to 14 knots at 2045, At 2200 changed speed to
9 knots. “esumed zigeagging, Plan 25 at 2201,

Positions: 1800-2000 - Latitude 2°-30' S, Longitude 141°-10' E..
No important messages received or issued,

27 December 1944 ;
(5-13 Dey)

‘'WEATHER
Fair. Sca moderate to calm,

OPERATIONS

Continued on course 107° T, standard spoced 9 knots, Continued
zigzegging in accordapnce Plan 25, Anchored AITAPE Harbor at 060k,

No imporsant messages reccived or 1ssucd,

: 28 Decomber 1944

PR gy ¢ EER

At anchor AITAPE,

Overcast. Sea moderate,

-l -
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SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

28 December 1944 (cont'd)

OPERATIONS

TG 78.1, consisting of the following listed ships and craft,
sortied in accordance with Annex BAKER, CTG 78,1 Attack Order No, 2-4L at 1500:
BLUE RIDGE (Flag); 20 transport types; 2 APc; 4 destroyers; 5 destroyer escorts;
3 PCs- 4 SCs; 31 1STs; 22 LCIs; 1 AKN; and 3 tankere,

Formed modified circular cruising disposition C-2 with destroyers,
destroyer escorts, PCs, and SCs jn_ the scpsen, the Force Flegship. (BLUE RIDGE).a..s
in statien 0,5090, ~Course and axis 308° T, speed 6 knots, Increased standard
speed at 1647 to 9 knots, Between 2000 and 2400 made six contacts with friendly
merchant shipping, all of which passéd close to the formation,

Positions: 1600 - Letigude 3°-O1' S, Longitude 142°-26' E
2000 - Latitude 20-43' S, Longitude 1420-01' E

No important messages received or issued.

29 December 194
(511 Day)

WEATHER

g Partly tloudy and light rains, Sea moderate,
OPERATRUNS

Enroute objective area in cruising disposition C-2, speed 9 knotS,
courae ‘and axis 308° T, guide in BLUE RIDGE in station 0.5090.

0808 - USS GOLDEN CITY reported steering casualty and sheered out
of column to port., Did not leave formation,

0817 ~ GOLDEN CITY regained position.

0915 - PC 1121 came. alongside to deliver mail from AdCom and to
receive mail from BLUE RIDGE,

0954 - PC 1121 cast off and proceeded to USS SHAW to deliver fighter
director team transferred to SHAW from DASHIELL at HUMBOLDT BAY,

Positiens: 0800 - Latitude 1°-42! s Longitude 1uo°-h9'

1200 - Latitude 1°-2 a Longitude 140°%-21 5'
2000 - Latitude 000-47' §, Longitude 139°-42' E

‘.MM“M‘“.‘ wmel . e

o

No important messages received or issued.
30 December 194k
S-10 Day

Cloudy, Sea moderate,
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SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET -
CHRONOLOGI CAL REPORT OF ACTION

30 December 1944 (cont'd)

OPERATIONS 3 A
Course, axim, speed, and disposition as before,

1000 ~ Bpeed incrcased to 9.5 knots,

1230 - LCI 358 lost strut bearing on one shaft and needed tow in
order to maintain speed., CTU 78,1,5 directed LCI 777 to take LCI 358 in tow.

1315 - LCI T77 completed tow and both ships rejoined formation,

Positions: 0800 - Latitude 0°-28' ¥, Longitude 138°-00' E.
1200 - Latitude 00°-41' N Longitude 138°-33' E.
2000 - Latjtude 1°- 41 ¥, Longitude 137°-35' B,

-

No important messages received or issued,

31 Décember 194k
(5-9 Day)

WEATHER

Fair with intermittont rair;,sgualls‘. Sea moderate.

OPERATIONS
" Stcaming as beforc on coursc 308° T, ‘standard specd 9.5 knots,

OTC of TF 78, and TG 78.1 in BLUE RIDGE (guide), cruising disposition C-2.

0545 - Escort carrier planes of TU T4. 4.4 closed formation and
established CAP and ASP,

’ 0740 - Specd changod to 7 knots and changed course to 325° T,

1040 - OTU 77.4.U4 consisting of following ships: MARCUS ISLAND .
(CVE 77), KADASHAN BAY (CVE 76); DEs R.S. BULL, R.,M, ROWELL (Rear Admiral SAMPLE -
in MARCUS ISLAND) reported for duty with TF 78 and ostablished CAP and ASP * * ™
patrols, BRAINE (DD) joined the formation, Incrcascd spced to 8 knots,

1225 - PC 1125 reported sound contact,

1232 - Bxccuted ships loft 30° and camp to course 295°,

1240 - PC 1149 reported sound contact negative,

1246 -~ Exocuted ships right 30° and came to ecourse 325°,

1315 «» Directed scroen to cease patrolling.

1535 -~ JOY reported sound contact bearing 230° T

1540 ~ JOY reported sound contact ncgative,

1615 - Directed screen to resume patrolling stations,

1641 ~ Changed course and axis to 3200,

2015 - Sighted convoy bearing 320° T, on opposite and paraldel® * o
course, di stance 18 miles, Executed, ships right 30° twice, in order+o clcar
oncoming convoy, thence returned to base course by ships left 30°, twice.

Positions: 0800 - Latitude 2°-22' N, Longitude 136°-09' E,
1200 -~ Latitude 20-4i4! n Longitude 135°-51' E,
2000 - Latitude 3°-32' N, Longitude 135°-18.5 E.

@ No impartant maseages reccivod or, issued.

o Enclosure (D) LH e




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

SEVENTH AMPHIBIGUS FORCE

i .

SECRET

* CHRONGLOGICAL REPORT OF' ACTION '

1 Januery 1945
SRR

WEATHER :

Partly cloudy, Sea moderate,
OPERATIONS ‘ ' % S
TG 78.1 in company with TU 77.4.4 procceding in cruising formation
C-2 to objective area on course 320° T, spced 8 knots, in éccordance with CTF 78
Operation Plan 103-U4, CTF 78 end OTC in BLUE RIDGE,

0614 .~ S 1052 c¥oed~BLUE RIDGE amd picked up O.M, mail for
delivery to CTU 77.4.4.

‘0620 - 5C 1052 cast off.

0719 - Course and axis changod to 315° T

0753 - Formation specd increased to 9 knots. L™

0950 - ASP reported rader contact bearlng 280°'T, d.iatance 30 miles,
diaappeared upon investigation,

1000 - mmtcr-Killor groups ordered la.u.nchcd to investigatc con-

.-

tact,

1005 - BRAINE ordered to investigato contact as part ‘of hunter-
killer group. BRAINE continued search until 1400, rcsults negative; ship re-
Joined formation,

1045 - Changed formation course and axis to 335° T

1150 -~ Speed increasecd' to 9.5 knots.

; 1313 - THOMASON rcported sound contact and delivercd depth charges.
Results negative, continucd sesrch until 1545, then rejoined formation,

1452 ~ RUSSELL reported sudb contact and delivered depth charges -
results negative, RUSSELL rcmained to ecarch area., Regained contact at 1539
and agein deliverecd depth chargos with negative resulte, contimued search until
1630, then rojoined formation,

1500 ~ Reduced speed to 7 knots and shiftcd flect course and
axis to 302° T

1550 - Resumed spceed of 9 5 knots. ‘

: 1716 -~ Changed course 300 left by turn signal away from doubtful
sub contact. ;
1728 - Resumed basé course of 302° T, ‘

1737 = Changed course 409 left by turn signal away from doubtful
sub contact.

1753 - Resumed base course 302° ¢ 1

18008~ P98 ‘mep@rwdemine close -aboard; ordéred to escort mine ™
through formation and destroy by gunfire,

1855 - PC 598 rcported object positively idcntifiod as mine and
sunk by gunfire; reoturning to station. .

1935 -~ JENKINS reported possitlc mine sightod close aboard. SC
1052 and THOMASON cautioned”to Keep 8harp lookout, - Object was an empty gasoline
drum,

3 © 2100 ~ Reducod epeed to 8,5 knots,

IR g oue 4 Enclosure (D) ‘ T
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SEVENTH aMPHIBIQUS FORCE

*\)SECRE?

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

1 January 1945 (cont'd)

Pogitions: 0800 - Latitude 49-36.5' N, Longitude 1340-39" B,
‘ 1200 - Latitude 40-59° N, Longitude 134%-241°E,
2000 - Latitude 5°-L2' N, Longitude 133%-31,5' E

No important messages received or issued,
2 Janua% 1?&5
. ASSLEeP)-

WEATHER ©
o Fair and partly cloudy, Sea moderate.
OPERATIONS
' Enroute _objective.area~in -orefeting disposition (-2, formation
course and axis 302° T, speed 8,5 knots, CTF 78 and CTG 78.1 in BLUE RIDGE
(guide) at station O, 5090 : )
: 0605 - SC 1052 camo alongsido BLUE RIDGE to deliver two bags of
0.M, mail

0608 - SC 1052 dropped ono bag of mail over the sido; searched
for bag with negetivc resvlts, Column 2, this station unit, directed to keoep
shafp lookout for floating mail bag and SC 1320 moved astern of Column 2 to search

0640 - SC 1052 came alongéide BLUE RIDGE and delivered one remain-
ing bag of O, M. mail,

07C0 - Lost meil bag presumed to have sunk as all sedrch results
were nogative, SC 1320 resumed station in ecreen.,

1000 - Changed speed to & knots,

1007 - Plane from CTU 77.4.Y4 reports sighting two convoys bearing
120° T, distance 52 miles from fleet center, course 3100 T, speed 8 knots.

First group identified as TC 78.5. 1015 second group identified as LSTs of TF 79,

1049 -~ DASHIELL came alongside to deliver and receive mail for
TG 78.5.

1055 - SHAW reported enemy aircraft sighted visuelly bearing 030° T,
distence 8 miles,

1059 - SHAW reports’ bogey appeers to be BETTY type Jep plane bear-
ing 065° from SEAW - 8 miles, DASHIELL cast off from alongside immediatcly.
BLUE RIDGE went to GQ, '

1101 - SHaW reportcd epemy. plane. d.iaappeared over horizon,

1102 ~ All ships notified that plane Picked up wes identified as
BETTY type; also given distance and true bearing.

1118 - Securcd from GQ. "

1126 - DASHIPLL returned alongside to deliver and pick up mail,

1147 - DASHTELL cast off.

1420 ~ KIMMEL repoucd.mnax -aentach; loter reported not sub -
(bearing 165°T, 1800 yards).

1422 - Executed emergency turn 30°,

1h27 - Executed 30° turn to original course,

@ Enclosure (D) 4‘{




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

2 January 12&5 (cont'd)

1435 - JOY reported sonar contact bearing 245° T, distance 1320
yards; later reported not to be sub,

1436 - Executed emergency turn 30°,

1450 - Executed 30° turn to original gourse.

2040 - Changed course and exis to 305° T,

Positions: 0800 - Latitude 6° 1' N, Longitude 132°-02' E
1200 - Latitude 6 6' N, Longitude 131°-34! E
2000 - Latitude 7°-20" N, Longitude 130°-40' B
No important messages roceived of issuéd.

January 1

S-b_Day
WEATHER

Cloudy, intermittent showers, then fair. Sce moderate to rough,

QPERATIONS

Enroute to the objective area in cruising disposition C-2, forma-
tion course and axis 305°T, speed 8 knots, CTF 78 and CTG 78.1 in guide (BLUE
RIDGE) at station 0.5090.

0600 ~ Fueling of screcning vessels in pairs commenced in following
order: KIMMEL and BRAINE, ROWELL and RUSSELL, JENKINS and BULL, DRAYTON and
SHAW, JOY and NICKEL, THOMASON and LOUGH, 'LAVALETTE and SC 1320, PC 623 and
SC 1319, PC 598 and SC 1273, SC 1052 and PC 1129. Bk

0730 - KIMMEL completed fueling, Fueling continued in accordance »
CTF 78 despatch 020434 January.

0900 - Bogie picked up approaching formetion., GQ ordered.

0902 - CAP ordered to intercept,

0925 - CAP shot down one FRANCIS,

0942 - All cleer; secured from GQ,

1200 - TG 78,5 and LSTs of TF 79 took station astern of 78.1 at
14 end 28 miles respectively, Task Groups procceded in company, but as scparate
tecticel units. The Escort Carrier Group (74.4,4) took station in TG 78,5 and
provided CAP and ASP for all threc groups,

1711 -~ Unidentified aircraft picked up by radar., GQ sounded,

1730 - All clear; planes identified as friendly; secured from GQ,

1857 - APc 16 complcted fueling alongside SCHUYLKILL and resumed
station, TFueling of screen completed.

20U5 -~ Chenged course and axis to 310° T

2228 - Picked up Skunk on SG radar..

2258 - Directed JENKINS to mesﬂgate Skunk,

2340 -~ JENKINS reportéd negative results of seerch,

2342 - Direetod JENKINS to resume stotion,

e RN % Enclosure (D)
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SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

3 Jénuarx 1945 (cont'd)

Positiops: 0800 - Latitude 8°-12' I, Longitude 129°-13.5' E.
1200 - Letitude 8°-30' N, Longitude 1280-47' Z.
- Latitude 9%-01' N, Longitude 127°-51' E.

No important messages received or issued,
4 January l%hﬁ
S-5 Day

Partly cloudy to cloudy with intermittent showers, Sca moderate

WEATHER
to rough,

OPERATIUNS

Course, axis, speed and disposition as before. Numerous friendly
planes passed the formation heading in a northwestcrly direction at various times
throughout the OL00-0800 watch.

$C 1273 delivered mail from DU PAGE to LST L74 end rejoined screen.

PC 1129 delivered meil to LA VALLETTE end rejoined screen,

DAY crme alongside BLUE RIDGE to receive mail for CTG 73.5.

1202 - The following ships withdrew from the formation and pro-
cceded on duty assigned: LOUGH, THOMASOW, JOY, RIO GRANDE, KURUMBA, SCHUYLKILL,
LCIs 28, 358, 971, 1007 and APCs 16 and 19.

1245 - Changed course and axis to 325°7 and specd to 8.5 knots,

1332 — AUSBURNE, CUNVERSE, FOOTE, STERRETT and STANLEY reported
for duty, Directed STERRETT and STANLEY to report to CT® 78,5 .

1425 -~ Chenged course ~nd axis to 335° T,

1535 - Changed course and axis to 320° T, 3

1545 - Convoy from LEYTE joined TG 78,1, Consisted of the follow-
ing ships: DDs C. AUSBURNE, CONVERSE, FOOTE; LSMs 41, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68, 127,
129, 268, 269; PCE(R)s 848, 849, 850; LCI(R)s 31, 34, 71, 72, 713, T4, 331, 3u2;
LST 618; CABLE, HIDATSA, APACHE (Army), TULSA, FP 47, and LCI 759.

- The following ships joined TG 78,5: DDs STERREIT and
STANLEY; LSTs 619, 673, 746, 919; LCI(R)s 230, 337, 338, 341, 3u2, 612, 613,
982, 1022; EGERIA, snd POTAWATOMIE, -

1557 - TG 78.L formed disposition C-3 composed of fol;owing ships:
BLUE RIDGE (Flig); 20 transports; 9 destroyers; 2 destroyer cscorts; 3 SCs;

3 PCs; 3 PCEsy 1 FP; 30 LCI; 22 1STs; 10 LSMs; 1 AKN; 1 ARS; cnd 2 aTs,

1605 - Changed formation course and axis to 302° T,

1629 ~ Chemged speed to 7.5 knots. :

1654 ~ Changed formation course and axis to 283° T,

1805 ~:Changed course and axis to 262° T,

1839 - Changed course end axis to 242° T,

1944 - Changed course and axis to 224° T,

1948 -~ Made contact with TG 77.3 (Closé Covering Group) beering
265°7, distince 4 miles, paseing ahead, Consisted of: CLs PHOENIX (F), MONT-
PELIFR, DENVER; DDo MICHOLAS, O'RAWNON, T4YLOR, HAPRURIL, W .IZTCHER, RADFURD,

it Encloeuro (D)
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SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FQRCE
SECRET
CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF: ACTION
4 Jan&q{z 1945 (cont'd)

2000 - Received information TG 77.3 would take station ten miles
ahead of this formetion,

2043 -~ Changed course and axis to 180° 7.

2345 ~ Changed course and axis to 200° T.

Positions: 0800 - Latitude 09°-53,5' N, Longitude 126 -38' E,
1200 «~ Latitude 10°-0U' N, -hongitude 126° -19' E,
2000 - Latitude 10°-30' N, Longitude 125°-25' E,

IMPORTANT MESSAGES RECEIVED

CinCPOA despatch to CinCSWPA recammending ‘maximum use of submarin‘.
* and eircraft to locate JAPA .force recently in GAMRANB BA}’, GAPE ST, JACQUES

vieinity,

CTF 77 despetch setting forth enemy air situo.tion as of 2 January
1945, Enemy air strength at 31 December 1944 given as follows:

FOBMOSA
135 fighters
55 Torpedo and Dive Bombers
55 lMedium Bombers

_%5 Floot and Observations Planes
30 Adrcraft - Total FORMOSA Strength

PHILIPPINES

LUZON-VISAYAN AREA
230 Fighters ;
80 Torpedo and Dive Bombers
80 Medium Bombers
65 Float and Observation Planes
55 Adrceraft - Total LUZON-VISAYAN AREA Strength

MINDANAO

25 Fighters

15 Torpedo and Dive Bombers

15 Medium Bombers

20 Float and Observetion Planes

75 Adrcraft - Total MINDANAO Strength

TotaT tnety ATFGraft in the FHILIPPINES - 530,

Enclosure (D)
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. SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
 SECRET
CHRONOLOGICAL ‘REPORT OF ACTION
" Y4 Janudry 1945 (cont®d)
BORNGO-CEEBES ABRA - |

105 Fighters

10 Torpedo and Dive Bombers

35 Medium Bombers

40 Floet and Observation Planes

190 Aircraft - Total BORNEO-.CELEBES AREA Strength

Recent photo coverage indicates that approximatcly 300 of the U455
aircraft believed to be in the LUZON-VISAYAN ARFA arc concentrated on the air-
fields in the immedinte vicinity of CLARK FIELD and that approximately 50 air-
craft are based at FLORIDA BLANCA Airficld, Possible initial NIP reaction to
Pre M-1 air strikes will be to attempt maximum dispersal of aircraft among
LUZON bases., Reports indicate camoufleged aircraft under trees vicinity BAUBAN |
Airfield, Report received that*speeia siicido ettack squadron operates from
MABANACAT., BALEP and VIGAN airfields reported not operational, All other
LUZON eirfields believed serviceable,

- No* important messages issued,

January 194
: ZE;E%gli

WEATHER
Purtly cloudy. Sed calm,

OPERATIONS

Tagk Group 78.1 in company enroute objective area in accordance
with CTF 78 Operation Plan 103-4Y4, Cruising in disposition C-3, Course and
axis 200° T, speced 7.5 knots, Guide in BILUE RIDGE (OTC) in station 0,5090.
Close Covering Group (TG 77.3) is stationed 10 miles ahead, end TG 78.5 is 14
miles astern, and LSTs of TF 79 are stationed 28 miles astern,

0031 - Changed course and axis to 222° T,

0121 - Changed course and axis to 244° T,

0555 - Pagsed Emergency Victor to formation, unidentified aircraft
in vicinity. Ship went to GQ.

0601 - Bogey identified as friendly by USS KIMMEL,

0700 - Ship secured from GQ.

0721 -~ HOPEWELL eeme alongside to deliver mail,

0725 - HOPEWELL cleared side,

1036 - Changed course and axis to 240° 1,

1515 - CTG 77.3 reported torpedo weke from the North, CTF 78
directed ASP to scene ~ plane spotted euh grgp_pjg depth cherges and fired
rockets, Sub was then-remmed by TAYLOR,

1548 -~ JENKINS reported plene on SELINO ISLAND; wes directed to
elose and destroy if positively identified as enemy. Plane wes a wrecked C-U47,
number on tail 316-342. Nativee in viginity. JENKINS rejoined formation,

&

"4
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SECRET

CHRONOLQOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

5 January 1945 (cont'd)

1600 - DRAYTON reported sound contact and proceeded to develop
it, results negative,

1621 — CTU 78.1.3 (LST Grovp) reported torpedo wake passed 50 feet
ahead from sterboard to port. FKUSSELL directed to search for submarine; results
negative.

1730 ~ Sereen of TG 78,1 reformed,

1808 ~ Changed formation course and axis to 275° T,

1846 -~ Changed formation course and axis to 293° T,

2038 -~ Changed formation speed to 7 knote,

2112 - Changed course and axis from 293° T to 310° T,

2350 - Changed course and axis from 310° T to 330° T,

Positions: 0800 - Latitude 9°-20' N, Longitude 124°-24,5' B,
1200 -~ Latitude 9°-05' N, Longitude 123°-53' E,
2000 - Latitude 8°-56' N, Longitude 122°-47.5' E,

IMPORTANT MESSAGES RECEIVED

CTG 77.3 despatch regarding midget submarine attack on TG 77.3
from position 7 miles south of APO Island, Two torpedoes passed through dis-
position missing all ships, Submarine was attacked by TAYLOR (DD 468) who
rammed and depth charged after visually sighting midget submarine approximately
60 feet long. Probable kill, TAYLOR damaged sound gear. No other demage.

ComAF 5 despetch stating there is no change in Philippine air
estimate totals, Regrouping of table.

LUZON : ‘

253 Fighters and other Single-Engine Aircraft
2l Twin-engine Fighters
0 Twin-engine Bombers

36% Total LUZON

VISAYAS .

Lo Fighters and other Single-engine Aircraft
Twin-engine Bombers

9 Total VISAYAS

MINDANAO

13 Fighters and Single-engine Aircraft
10 Twin-engine Bombers

23 Totel MINDANAO

Totel for Philippines - u36, Note: Tirst category includes
single-engine fighters which predominsaté, Light bombers, dive bombers and
other single-engine aircraft often used interchangeably with fighters.

. — J N T -
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Bt ST T p Saniary 1045 (pnt'a)

Gom}rdl‘lt delpatch relative plan to mmta.in continuous target
CAP over LUZON fields S-}

‘o 17 despatch relative to estimates maximum JAP fleet units
available for use in defense of LUZON: "
BETE - FORMOSA Area - 4 BB, 2 CV, 2 CVL, 1 CVE, 2 CA, 3 CL,
15 DD, 43 sS,

PHILIPPINES - 5 DD, 11 SS.

SINGAPORE FRENCH INDO“CHINA - 2 BB-XCV, 2 CA, 2 CL, 15 DD,

-.h. .4

o laal ol A PR

Also air estimates and speculation on resistence. also CTG 77,2
degpatch regording i_nabi},ity of radar against low level JAP suicides,

CTF 77 desga.tch regarding inebility locatc enemy force which
depéir ted CAMRANH BAY APE ST, JACQUES area 30 December. Submarines informed

primary mission to prevent undetected approach- this-force into PHILIPPINE area,

6 J’am:ar%_ 1945

WEATHER ‘ _
Fair and intermittently cloudy, Sca mederate, -

OPLRATIOQNS :
Enroute objective area, TG 78.1 in cruising disposition C-3,
Course and axis 330° T, speed 7 knots, CTF 78 and CTG 78.1 in BLUE RIDGE,’
BLUE RIDGE guide in station 0,5090. ;

0031 ~ Bogies reported bearing 050° T, distance 12 miles. Bogies
consisting of approximately 15 planes passed over formation at about 5,000 feet
on southerly course - no action resulted,

0205 ~ Bogies reported bearing 180° T, distance 64 miles, Passed
over stern of formation on northerly course - no‘action resulted,

0342 - Bogle reported bearing 1459 T, distance 31 miles, Passed
over stern of formation in northeasterly course - no action resulted,

0549 - One bogie began closing on opposite and parallel course
end passed abeam abQut 2 miles, i &

055Y% - BLUE RIDGE went to G,Q. -

0712 ~ _BLUE RIDGE .sacured from G,Q, -

o7hL - Changedrpop_rse  and axig-to WK T

0817 \-..Chq.nged. ‘speed ‘of formation to 8 knots

0858 - PC 598 came alongside port qu.a.rter to pick up meil for
delivery to verious ships presenf. 1 ‘

0905 — .PC 598 cleared eide

GEUALOPAGTOVT VERGES

- 1ll -
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CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

e Ja nuary 12‘-&5 (cont'd)

1217 - Changed course and axis to 000° T
1422 - Changed gourse and axis: to 340° T,
1600 - Changed course and axis t¢ 327° T,
1847 -~ Changed course and exis to 340° T,
1926 ~'Changed speed to 8,5 knots,

211Y - Changed speed to 9 knots,

Positions: 0800 - Latitude 9°-h9' N, Longitude 121°-55' E.
1200 - Latitude 109-19, 3' N, Longitude 121°-44' B
2000 - Latitude 119-12' ¥, Longitude 121%-22" E,

INPORTANT MESSAGES RECETVED . ' Ak owex Losmaror B8 epone 3°

CTG 77.2 despatch to Com‘[thl’lt listing damage to TG 77 2 shipe. :
CTG.77.2-despateh~o-ComTthFlt further lists damage to ships, 8
considers CVEs entirely inadequate cover, recommends 3rdFlt be ordered, td area
1mmediately to provide additional air and surface cover,

CTF 77 despatch to Com3rdFlt requests consideration be given
moving 3rdFlt to westward of LUZON to give direct air support objective arce
especielly during period loaded transports are in the area, 4lso requests
smothering as many enemy airfields in LINGAYEN as possible.

CTF 77 despatch requests 3rdFlt repeat S-3 strikes in LUZON on
S5-2 in view of damage by 'suicide planes to.TG . 77.2

Com3rdFlt despatch to CTF 77 and CinCSWPA astetos that in view
CTF 77 request Task Force 38 would strike.IUZON on S5-2,

ComAAFSWPA despatgh states that the 3rd Fleet Air would not. be
operating in the LUZON Area on 7 January, ...y, -- T ,

No important messages igsued.. . BT A ARG

Jommory’ 185
5-2 Day.

WEATEER

Partly cloudy, Sea moderate to rough.,

OPERATIONS : e b
Enroute objectwe ‘area on course :and a.xis 340° T, speed 9 knots,
in cruiemg disposition c-3 CTF 78 and CTG 78.1 guide (BuUE RIDGE) in stotion
0.5090,- . o e v % IS
0356 - Chaliged" course and axis to 3559 T,
_ O25 - Changod course and axis to 005° T,
0447 - Changed course and exis.to 345° T
0500 = “Tabk ‘Unfy" 12.10.3 (Tanker group) from MINDOhO was sighted 2ol
‘beering 355° T, distance 20 miles;,— ‘.Paglgg;‘r!roeed formation and were assigned
to each group for fueling escortsg was assigm to TG 78,1,

" e 4
- e N W b 5
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[ January 1945 (eont'd)

0505 - Changed course and axis to 331° T,
0700 ~ MONTPEL1ER reported bomb splash on starboard bow,
0704 ~ NICHOLAS Opened fire,
0730 - PECOS took station astern of formation and commenced
fueling Task Group 78.1.
0832 ~ Changed course and axis to 320° T,
0837 - Bogie sighted visually on starbocrd bow, Identified as NELL,
0849 - CAP shot down the NELL.
0910 ~ Changed course and axis to 30u° T,
1100 - TU 78,3.17 left formation astern of LSTs of TF 79 and pr
ceeded to MINDORO, B S b IR B .
1219 - CRanged speed of formation to 9 knots, '
1603 - Changed course and axis to 325° T, changed speed to 8 knots.
1645 - P-38 dropped message to SHAW for delivery to BLUE RIDGE,
1655 - Fueling of formation completed,
1742 - Emergency Victor signal hoisted, unidentified planes on
redar screen,
1755 -~ All clear, plenes identified es friendly.
1804 - Changed course and axis to 350° T,
1811 ~ Enemy d rcraft on radar, Hoistcd Emergency Victor and
passed "Flash Red" on R/T circuits,
1816 - One enemy plenes shot down by TG 77.3.
1827 ~ LST of TG 78,1 reported two bombs dropped. Enemy plane
shot down, ILST 918 was crashed dived by enemy plone, killing four and wounding
four, and ceusing minor material demege to ship.
1837 ~ Passed all clear on R/T circuits, ZEmergency Victor hauled -

MY -

down,

1857 -~ Changed speced to 9 knots,

2000 ~ Changed to Battle Dispositinn One, four DDs on both flanks
five miles from axis, one DD in van five miles from center, DEs, PCs, and SCs
on screen as before,

2055 - PBY Tomcat reported an unidentified ship at 060° T, 30 miles
on course 220° T,

2156 ~ BLUE RIDGE picked up Skunk berring 068, distance 19,5 miles
on course 280° T, speed 16 knots, PBY Tomcat was directed to circle and observe,

2204 ~ Asked CTU 78,7.1 if he saw Skunk and received negative reply.

2210 - Told CTU 78.7.1 Skunk bore 066°, distance 16 miles, close = °
end destroy.

2220 -~ CTU 78,7.1 requested permission to fire star shell spread
and was answered affirmative, i ek : L

2255 - TU-rs 7T B8k Skeurk’ Tdentifiod as a HATSUHARU Class DD,
1t was seen to explode and sink,

Positiono: 0800 - Latitude 12°-38' N, Longitude 120°-43,5' E,
1200 - Latitude 12°—Eg' N, Longitude 120°-18.7' E,
2000 .. Latitude 13%-06.3' N, Longitude 119°-32,7' E.

o 38
! Enclosure (D)




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION
1 January 1945 (cont'd)

IMPORTANT MESSAGES RECEIVED

CIF 77 despateh to 3rdFlt reports possibility major portion JAP
Fleet hitherto in EMPIRE is at sea to westward of KYUSHY - estimate possibility

arrival wa night of 9-10,

Com3rdFlt daspatch to CinCPac, CinCSWPA, CTF 77, etc. reports that
TF 38 refuels on 8 January and would not be available for strikes or cover
except upon recommendation of MacARTHUR or KINKAID to contrary, Com3rdFlt would
decide whether to strike FORHOSA or LUZON, advising interested commends on 9
Jenuery,

CinCPOA despatch to CinCSWPA expresses desire to limit operations
‘3rdFlt in SOUTH CHIWA SEA to period necessary to accomplish cover accordence
previous concepts - requests COUMUNLQDeliEedd. LBLEU (based. upon CTG 77,2
Tecommendations escort carriers entirely inadequate andrequesting direct 3rd
Flt cover),

CTG 77.2 despatch to Com7thFlt states no attacks made on 77.2
today until 1944 and damege much lightor than previous dey, Assigns reason
as obscure but probably due to steppedup counter air activity by Blue Forces,

4 CTG 77.2 despatch to Com7thFlt relates additional damage to
ships (modifying foregoing despatch) = grand total of 25 ships sunk or
damagod,

CTG 77.3 despatch to CTF 78,1 states covoring group will take
position on our western flank, referencing our despatch regerding possibility
attack of encmy light force tonight from west,

ConAF 5 despatch to CinCSWPA ctc, sets forth air intent for 8
January, X

CinCSWPA despgieh to CG Army Air Forces, Washington, D, C, states
that indications from ‘&uo that suicide bombers are coming from FORMOSA
and concentrated offort to maximum extont #s requircd to nocutralize JAP air,
Bombor nission of Twontioth BomCom for KEELUNG HARBOR on S-1 requested to be
changed to FORMOSA,

IMPORTANT MESSAGES SENT

CTF 78 despatch to CTG 78,5 and CTU 79,11,3 info 77.3 states
that ocncmy surface flank attacks from lienila Bay arca and from the west might
oceur, and form destroyers into anti-light Forco scrconsit sundown to moct

Pl g i

R T

~possible.threat,

CTG¢ 78.1 to TG 78,7,1 scts forth battle plan for possible cnemy
light surfece force attack on convoy during darkneas,

. @ - 14 - Enclosure (D)
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1 _Janvary 1945 (cont'd)

CTG 78,1 desgatch to 77.3, 78,5, 78.1,2 and 79,1,13 sets forth sub-
stance battle plan with 4 DDs on each flank, distance 5 miles with 1 DD picket
in van at same distance, Concentration was authorized in event of strong attack,

g Januﬁ 13145

Partly cloudy, Sea moderate and slizht,

OPERATIONS

Steaming as before on course 350°, speed 9 knots in disposition
modified Battle One,

0020° -~ CTU 78,7.11 reported no demage reccived by any of our ships
in attack on NIP destroyer,

0120 -~ Red and white flares dropping at distance, bearing approx-

imately 290° T, Continged intermittently until 0U00,
; 0321+ C7¢ 77.3 (cruiser covering force) commenced diring AA,

0327 - CTG 77.3 ceased firinz, Numerous bogies picked up through-
out period 0000 to 0500, WMight fighters shot down 4 JAP planes,

0500 -~ Two bombs straddled an LST of 78,1,3 -~ no damage,

0615 - Changed cruising disposition from modified battle disposition
One to C-3,

0645 - All ‘ships on station in cruising disposition C-3. During
period 0645 to 0800 subject to air attacks, KADASHAN BAY hit by suicide plane,
CALLAWAY (4PA 35) leading ship in starboard column of TG 78,5 hit by suicide
plane,

0845 - Chenged course and axis to 000° T,

1025 - Chenged course and axis to 015, speed 7,5 knots,

1035 - PC 1129 came elongside to receive mail,

1155 - P-%8 made photographic meil drops by SHAW for delivery this
Command,

1336 ~ Changed speed to 7 kmots, BRAINE reported sub contact and

attacked,
1340 ~ BRAINE roported debris consisting of oil and cork pn surface
over sub contact,

1359 - Instituted hunter-killoer procedure with two TBFs and the
anm. '
1406 ~ Changed spoed to67 knots,

1420 ~ MUSTIN rolieved BRAINE on hunter-killer duty,
1500 -~ Discontinued hunter-killer procedurc,
1615 = PC 1729 cleared side,
1640 - Changod course and axis to 030° 1
1805 - Changed course and axis to 051° o
1850 ~ FAYETTE and HEYWOOD exchanged positione in formation.
1935 -~ Changed coursc and axis of formation %o 072° T,
2017 ~ Changed coursc and axis to 092° T, speed 6 knots,
w18 - Enclosure (D)
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8 January 1945 (cont'd)

2130 ~ Changed course and axis to 110 "
2210 ~ Chenged course and axis to 130 T, Bogie on radar scroen
closod to 3% miles end snooped for about 20 minutes then loft arca,

Positions: ' 0800 - Latitudo 15° X d N Longitudo 119°-06' E
1200 - Latitude 16°-00 N Lopgitude 1190-05 5 B,
2000 - Letitude 16°-50 N Longitude 119°-37,6' ,

IMPORTANT l{ESSAGES RECEIVED

CIG 77.2 despatch to ComJthFlt - report of operations bombardment,
cte,, stating defenses not in strenszth es previously roported, and roduced shelle
inz accordingly,

CIG 77.2 dospatch to Com7thFlt - report of bombardment landing arca
on 5~2 and inspoction of beach approach arcas with UDTs, ote,, revealed little
in way of heavy defonscs and no mines, fow obstacles in GULF,

ComAF 5 to miscollanoous addces roporting results of air strikes
on S-2,

CinCSWPA despetch to CinCPOA - states bulk of cnemy air attacking
forces arc from FORMOSA - outlincs SWP Air Force cover for LUZON - reconnmonds
3rdFlt strikce FORIOSA as planncd - in cese of cmergency will call for diroct
support of 3rd¥lt for assemlt forces,

CinCPOA dospatch (reonciphcrim, Gen, Arnold's despetch to CinCSWPA)
approves Gon, llacirthur's roquost for divarsion Super Forts from KEELUNG to
SHINCHIXU clvrrdrc,

LIPORTANT 1ESCA0TS SENT

OIT dorpatch to CTP 77 - report of night dostroycr action on 7th
and sinking of JAP HalOUNLRU Class DD,

CIF 78 despatch to TG 78,1 - warns all ships to bo alert for floab-
ing minecs roportod in LINGAYEN GULF,

9 Jan% 1945
Y S-D

Partly cloudy, At objective arca, Sca slight,

OPERATIONS

Tack Growp 76,1 in company with 16 78, 5 and TU 79.11.3 procooding
to LINGAYEN GULF in accordancc with CTFs OpPlan 103-44, Gruiainr in dispos—~
ition C-3, courso and axis 130°, gpood 6 ¥nate,
R - 16 - lkwlonnro (D)
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0000 - Screen ceased petrolling,

0030 - Closed screening vessels to 1400 yards from axis end decreas-
ed intervael to 700 yards, Assumed modified disposition c-3, A

0100 - Chenged axis' and course to 145°,

0110 - Changed, speed to 5 knots,

0205 - Chenged course end exis to 162

0345 - Chenged course and axis to 160

0451 - Changed formation course and axis to 157°,

0543 - Chenged formation course and axis to 1550,

0646 - Executed "Deploy", TG 78,1 proceeded in accordence with CTG
*78,1 A ttack Order No, 2-4l, ",

o742 - Anchored in LINGAYEN GULF off WHITE Beach Transport .A.rea..

Tha remaining chronologidal events and operetions of 9 January 1945
(3-L=y) 2re shown in deteil on the following pages — 1 through Y,
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0646 - Deployed,

0700 ~ Bombardment commenced,

0823 ~ WHITE MARSH and EPPING FOREST completed discharging LCTs,

0828 ~ LST Group A to ComLSTFlots - All LVIs have been leunched
at WHITE Beaches 1, 2, 3,

0844 ~ CTG 78,5 to CTF 78 - Recommend H-hour as designated,

0909 - First wave 1300 yards from beach, g

0909 ~ From OSA -- Air observers now on station on WHITE and BLUE
Beaches - will report in progress of initial waves,

0910 - Rocket fire commended on all three beaches,

0926 - First, second end third waves 500, 600 end 700 yerds from
WHITE Beaches, -,

0930 - First wave landed WHITE Beach,

0931 - First wave 300 yards off BLUE Beach,

0935 - Secondwave 400 yards off BLUE Beach,

0935 - Third wave 800 yards off BLUE Beach,

0938 ~ Assenlt troops landed on WHITE Beach 3,

0940 ~ Wayes - meeting no opposition on BLUE Beach,

0946 - No opposition on WHITE Beach - troops proceeding favorably,

1000 ~ WHITE Seach 3 - troops receiving cnemy mortar fire (air
observer),

1007 - LSMs receiving morter fire from WHITE Beach 3,

1015 —MEwthy. fire still falling on WHITE Beach 3,

1027 - From CIG 78,5 - Eight waves had landed by 1000,

1031 - Alligators are 2000 yards inland from BLUE Beach 1,

1032 ~ LSMs have landed on WHITE Beach 2, i

1038 - LSMs grounded 75 to 100 yards off WHITE Beach 3 ~ surf neg-
ligible,

1040 = From Control Officer WHITE Beach - All ships up to now have™
unloadedend retracted at WHITE 2, Am sending in first LSTs
-~ have sandy beach; vehicles can travel over it - 2 fathom
curve is 50 yards from beach 1038, _

1051 - Enemy gun firing to left of WHITE Beach 1 - reported by
JENKINS, JENKINS assisted by MINNEAPOLIS will oppose,

(From Naval Gunfire), !

1057 - All LSM clear of WHITE 1, ’

1058 ~ Troops on WHITE Beach 300 yards inland (air observer),

1059 - LSMs have unloaded and cleared WHITE Beach 2,

1100 - From 78,5 ~ LCIs and LSMs on BLUE Beach,'

1129 - All battalion landing team #1 personnel from Fuller despatch-
ed as boats ere available, .

1130 - Ffom 78,1,2 to TransDivs 7, 24, 6 (info 78) All ships which™
are unloading close beaches about 5000 yards as soon as
practicable retaining approximately same relative positions,

1158 - LST 469 beached 75 feet from shore line - sho has about four

: feet of water from her bow - other ships should beach at
greater speed,

1205 ~ Our troops have entered SAN FABIAN - white flag hoisted on
building in SAN FABIAN, (CSA)

1214 - From 78,5 - DD HODGES reports suicide BETTY hit at 0725 -
all radio and;radar out - I will equip with SCR 608,

~1-. 54

ER
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1220 ~ From 78,1,4 - LSMs on WHITE 3 require assistance of tractors
and have requested this assistance of beachmaster,

1225 ~ From beachnaster - LSM 219 casuelty report from morter ﬁre
on WHITE Beach 3: 6 Navy wounded; one dead =- 7 Arny wound-
od; 2 dead,

1230 - From 76,1,2 ~ Battalion lending tcem #3 personnel from WAYNE
despatched to beach at 1201,

1245 ~ From 78,5 - First LST on BLUE Beach but requires pontoons to
unload, From 78,1,3 - request permission to beach LST 466 on
WHITE {2 rather then on WHITE 3 because of better beach there,

1248 - From Boat Control WHITE Beach to beachmaster WHITE 3 (inter—
cept) - Ponteonsemre betng-pub -out - o-~B5Pe: « LETe have- ot antem o
ed to unload, APAs heve started to unload cargo,

1249 - A1l LSMs on WHITE 1 and 2 unloadod - none on WHITE 3,

1250 ~ From 79,1 to 79.5 - Dircct LST 741 2nd 631 proceed to BLUE
Boach and report to 78,5 for unloading,

1258 ~ WHITE Boech control to CTF 78 - Unloeding on WHITE 1 and 2
procceding satisfactorily,

WHITE 2 reports he can receive more
than he now gets,
WHITE 3 reports no LSTs have starte
to unload but pontoons are being
put out to thenm,
From 78,1,3 to LST 680 ~ Proceed to vicinity of CAVALIZR,
Launch your hrarges end have them report to CTU 78,1,2 then
return vicinity of WHITE Beach end ewait instructions from
me,
From 78,1 to ComTransDiv 6 (info 78.1,2) - WHITE 3 will not
be used for unloading LSTs after those new unloading there
have completed ~ ell causeways will be shifted to BLUE
Beaches and WHITE Beach LSTs unloeded on WHITE 1 and 2 -
additional Seeshees not available,
From 78,1,2 to 78 - LSM 127 reported damaged and temporarily
unaveilable for unloading,
From JENKINS to 78,1 - Casualties from shell hit: 3 dead;
2 very seriously injured; 8 1nJured Transferring injured
to IVPAGE,

1300 - From 78.1.2 to 78,1 - (4) As of 1200 CAVALIER 20, FELAND 35,

: TEUBAN 2, FAYETTE 30, CAPE JOHN- :
SON - 14, I{EWOOD 34, LEEDSTOWN o v

HIROULES 1, DUPAGE 18, VAYNE 0,

mmm o TS

(B) Beach conditions good, WHITE 1 and

2 beaches best with LSHs grounding
within 40 feet of beach and small
boats landing direct - WHITE 3,
LSMs ground at 75 yards and boats
at 40 yards - water trensportation
adequate ~ 2 LSMs damaged, f
All APAg and APs of Dive B and C
plus DUPAGE of Div, A,
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1310 ~ From 78,1,2 - LM 219 now proceeding to unload,

1317 - MISSISSIPPI hit by suicide,

1318 - From AUSTRALIA to CTF 77 - Suicide hit AUSTRALIA - Superficial
damege - no casualties - air warning radar completely out,

1320 ~ (intercept) - LST 470 took hit on main deck - no casualtios -
LSTs WHITE 1 and 2 under mortar fire,

From 78,1.8 - Following casualties occurred on LCI 72: 1 man
killed by explosion of 20mm magazine; one injured, 3Body has
been taken cere of and injured men removed for treatment,
Report from 78,5 to 79 (info 78) - Following ships now cst-
imated ready sailing tonight: LEONARD WOOD, PIERCE, O'HARA,
LA SALLE, BELLE GROVE, SUMPTER, STORM KING, MONITOR GUI.STON

, P TR i e T e R

1400 “~“Fron 76.1,2 to 78 - Unloading reports as of 1400 Item: FAY-
ETTE 79, HEYWOOD 41, LEEDSTOWN 55, CAPE JOHNSON 58, HERCULES
e UﬂaGE 30, WAYNE O, FULLER O, JOHN LAND O, AQUARIUS 3,

1410 - Fron LST 123 to 78.,1,3 - Mortar fire has stopped,

1430 - From 78.1.2 to 78 .~ Beachmaster WHITE 2 reports morter fire
on WEITE 2 which seems to come from hills behind and to the
right, This apparently ceused LSTs to stop unloading and
retract,

1448 ~ From WHITE Beach control to 78 ~ Unloading on WHITE 3 now
proceeding satisfactorily,

1455 - From control officer WHITE Beach: WHITE Beach 1 - Wave 5 hit
beach 0954, Weve 6 at 1000, Wave 7 at 1003, WHITE Beach 2 -
Wave 5 hit beach at 0953, Weve 6 at 0955, Wave 7 at 1000,
Wave 8 at 1005, Wave 9 at 1014, Wave 10 at 1017, WHITE Beach
3 ~ Wave 5 hit beach at 0954, Weve 6 at 0958, Wave 7 at 1000,
Wave 8 at 1011, Wave 9 at 10111» Wave 10 at 1018, Wave 11 at
1021, Wave 12 at 1023, e
Fron LSM 269 to 78.1.4 - Ve have 4 xnown deed; 5 missing,

3 injured, We are alongside LST 469,

Fron Gen, WING - ComdGen U43rd Div - Assumed commend ny forces
ashore at 1430,

Fron 78,1 to CIF 77; CG 6th Div and 43rd Div — have assumed
command ashore,

From 78,5 - 5 LSTs ready to seil, §
From 78 to 78,1.2 (info 78,5, ConLST Flots) - This refers
only to LSTs, As soon as LSTs now unloading at WHITE 3 are
corpleted shift causeways to BLUE Beaches, Shift all cause=~
wars previously scheduled for WHITE Beaches to BLUE Beaches,
LSYs scheduled to unload on WHITE on WHITE_.]i.
e o, Shove arrangement nede

Gonez:d Lot Corps, Pass this to senior control ‘officer,

b i T Myoru to 78 - CAVALIER 95, GOLDEN CITY 98, THUBAN 8,
CAML TORNSON 100, FAYETITE 100,

From C1F 78 to OE" 7( - in —‘&itionel to ships alreedy rep-
orted to you by 73.5, folluwing ships of this force ready

to sail tonight, CAVALIZR, FILAND, GOLDEN CITY, THUBAN,
SHATWELYL, FAYETTE, HEY'JOCD LEZDSTOWN, CAPE JOHNSON, EERCULES,

-3.. Wikl : ; 60
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WHITE MARSH, EPPING FOREST, DUPAGE, LST L7h, LST 467, Escorts
STERRETT, WILSON, LAVALETTE, JENKINS, HODGES damaged but avail-
able, LAVALETTE is senior escort,

From ComLST Flots to CTF 78 - No fire on WHITE 1 and 2 for over
an hour, Have directed ships to be beached andunloaded subject
to retraction if again under fire, At daylight will beach all
remaining WHITE Beach ships for unloading and departurec tomor-
row, No ships can unload BLUE Beach without aid pontoons,

1700 report: A2 ~ B 8 ~ C as per my verbal report,

From 78,1,2 to 78,1 = 1600 unloading report: DUPAGE 65, WAYNE
18, FULLER 14, W0800 LAND 1, AQUARIUS 6,

From 78,1,2 to 78,1 - 1700 report - (4)

(&) A1l APAs end APs, LSD 6 and 7
100 percent; HERCULES and THUBAN
under 5 percent, DUPAGE 100,
WAYNE 24, FULLER 19, JOHN LAND 5,
AQUARTIUS 6,
Beaches WHITE 1 and 2 unloeding
slowed to heavy morter fire and
lack of adequate shore facilities,
WHITE 3 good, Water transportet-
ion adequate except for slow boat
turn around from WHITE 1 end 2,
Ships reported unloaded will be
ready to sall es soon as boats
are hoisted, !
From WHITE Beachmaster 3 to CIF 78 - Cannot unload LSMs on
WHITE 3 - advise AKAs not to use LSMs to unload cargo,
From COLORADO - Hit during air attack at 1906 I by other ships
fire or by smell bombs, Starboard H-inch 25 director seriously
danmaged and out of commission, ZIxtensive damage to equipment
and communications in air defense station, Practically all
key anti-aircraft control personnel killed or wounded, Anpli~
fying report later,
From CTF 78 to CTG 78,5, OIV 78,1,2, CTU 78,1,3, OTU 73,1,4,
Control officer, Beachmasters - Continue discherging throughout .
night, LSTs and LSMs scheduled to unload on WHITE 3 will un~
load on WHITE 2, Should beaches be taken under fire while un-
loading all vessels retrect end stand by for recall by control
offieer, " AIl ships bdack out in case of red alert,

All tines shown are Item time,
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IiPORTANT [ TWSSAGES RECEIVED

Com3rdFlt despatch to CinCPec reports FORMOSA, ISKIGWKI, MIV-
A6, OKINAWA under attéck and tactical surprise achieved,

ConaF 5 estimate of Philippine enery air strength - no change
fron last report,

CinCSWPA to (G Army Adr Forces, Washington, D,C,, requesting
neut: alizing air effort by 20th Air Force sgainst FORMOSA to lesson 2ir attacks
~geinst LINGATEN bese during criticel period of liike 1 Operation,

..

Ships Denaged
HODGES (DE 231) hit by suicide dive at 0725,

JENKINS (DD UL47) hit by shell; 2 dead, 2 Ver_/ soriously
injured, and 8 injured,

AUSTRALIA - suicide hit - superficiel demege to superstruc-.
ture; no casualties,

1ISSISSIPPI (BB 41) suicide hit - demege to ship's ;uns,
37 holes in ship's side, U4 blisters; 12 dead, 59 inj-
ured,

LST 470 - took hit on mein deck from mortar fire from beach;
no casuelties,

L§Y 72 - Explosion of 20MM magszine; one killed »and one
injured,

LS 127 - Fron mortar fire,

LSM 269 - From morter fire; four known deed, 5 missing,
3 injured,

LSM 219 - From enemy shell; severel casualties;

COLORADO (BB L45) ~ Hit during eir etteck LINGAYEN ot 1906
Iten by cther ship's fire or by small bombs, Ixtensive
denege to equipnent end comrmnications-in nirt defonse

“station, Prectically all key enti-eircraft control per-
sonnel killed or wounded,

COLUMBIA (CL 56) - Agein hit by suicido plenc, Hesvy ces-
u=lties,

LT TS O T e 6)/




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

Jenuery 1945 (cont'd)
S=D.

Enemy losses:

Seventy-nine planes shot down, Sank two destroyers,
nidget submerine and a cargo ship,

10 January 1945
(S£1 Day)

Fair and partly cloudy,

OPERATIONS

Anchored in LINGAYEN GULF, LUZON, P,I, Unloading continuod,
SHAW and STACK assigned gunfire mission during night of 9-10 Jenuery, HMUS~
TIN, DRAYTON and RUSSELL close in anti-submarine patrol and #A screen for
treasports, No bogles reported,

0350 - LST 925 reported enemy attecking in smell boat,
0357 - Werned TG 78,1 regerding attacking boats, Severnl ships
reported being ettackedj memecvof“whighiwéroe' in TG 78,1, « - TDRBGANRE Py,
0525 - Flash * Blue, Control Yellow,
0605 - Flash Red, Control Yellow,
"« 0630 - CTU 78,1,5 commenced smoking to blanket TG 78,1,
0640 - Flesh Red, Control Green,
0738 ~ Flesh White, Control Green,
1358 - Photo drop from TBM,
LAVALLETTE, JENKINS, LANG, PEIFFER, AUSBURNE, BRALIE,
CONVERSE, FOOTE, NICKEL, KIMMEL departed with convoy - TrensDivb less HER-
CULES end TrensDivel less AYUARIUS, plus BARNSTABLE, BANNER, ELECTRA, EL:iORE,
LSTs 475, 474, W52, W70, 22, 667, W60, 451, 123, 4e8, 680, T4, 777, 993, 628,
919, 555, 614, 581, 582, 700,
1905 - Flash Red, Control Green,
1925 ~ Flash Red, Control Yellow,
1940 ~ Flash White, Control Yellow,
1957 - Flash Red, Control Yellow,
2007 - Flesh White, Control Yellow,

- Eneny aircraft in vieinity, atteck imminent, set conditiml
~ Unidentified aircraft in vicinity, attack probeble, set
it anit condition II, .
a8 e ~ Hostile aircraft not in vicinity, all clea lond
Control Yollow - Day - Fire upon identified enenxdv,’ AR
Nite - Screening vessels use restricted fire (see CANT,
A SWPA Plan) AP, AK, hold fire unless ordercd,
Control Green - Ships hold fire unless individuelly attacked, Then use
automatic weapons only,

P 63

Flash Red
Flash Blue
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IIPORTANT ['ESSAGES RECEIVED,

Naval Liaisen Officer, 5th Fighter Commend 10237 ; Item te CIF
J7 T ntlining eir intent (navy cover) for 11 January.

CTF”77 100717 to ASP werning regarding JAP swimmors carrying
demelition equipment, Directs posting of ermed boat petrel by day end sent-
ries on deck at night; warns thet swimmers are approaching behind floating
boxes,

CTF 77 despatch to CinCSWPa, CominCh, CinCPac, etc, - report
on progress cf operetion on Gfl Day, i

11 Januery 1945

(52 Dey)

WEATHER
Partly c¢loudy to fair, Sea slight,
OPERATIONS

0255 - Ceased unloading on WHITE Beach 2 due to JAP infiltra~
tion and mortar fire until 0645,

0259 - Flash Blue, control Yellow,
0343 - Flash White, control Yellow,
0544 - Four bogies on screen distance Juto 10 miles - Flesh
Red, control Yellow,
0610 - Screen cleaer - Tlesh White, control Yellow,
0633 - Layed smoke screen,
0701 - CIG 77,9 revcrted to CTF 73 and CTF 79 for duty, CIT
78 directed CTG 77,9 to proceed into transport eree end prepare to lend troops,
0730 - Ceased smolking,,
0705 - Flash Yhite, control Green,
0813 - Flash Red,-control Green,
0830 - Flesh White, control Green,
1111 - Direected RUSSELL to pick up survivors neer DAIIORTIS on
east shore of tray,
. 1245 - Flash Blue, control-Green,
1328 - Flash White, control Green,
1830 - Commenced smoking,
1857 - Flash Red, control Green, 3 to U4 bogies on screen ver-
ious bearings end distances - one pessed close eboard - ebout 500 yerds shoad
at 200 feet,

- - -

1940 - Flash Red, control Yellow,
2022 ~ Flash White, control Yellow,
2059 - Flash Blue, control Yellow,

o
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SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FOHCE

CHROFOLOGICAL LREPORT OF ACTION

11 Januery 1945 (cont'd)

(542 Day)

2111 - Flash [ed, control Yellow,
2126 - Flash White, control Yellow,

I PORTANT {ESSaGES RECEIVED

ComAF 5 to A0IC ComBomWing 309 snd 310 - o chenge Philipnine
enonyy 2ir strength astimate,

CTF 77 to CTF 78, info CTF 79 cnd CG 6th Army, Requests admiral

Berbey remein LINGAYEN until departure S{£5 convoy conforming to paragreph 3(m)
my OnPlan 17-Ul,

II PORTALT ComGrpbPhibsPrc despetch to Com7thPhid - ComPhibGrpld,,Ieesr
Admi)x;ol Royel in ROCKY IIOUNT remorts for duty in rccordance CTF 77 desp~tch
102348,

CTF 77 despatch to CTG 77,7 -~ 1 big SKUNK, 20 little SKUNKS
et Sen Fernendo, Proceed immediately end get them, 4ir cover being provided,

1! PORTAFT " ESSAGES SENT

CTF 78 to CTF 77 ~ Summery of unlording dete for 10 Jrnuary up
to 1000 on 11 Jenuery: All CIF 78 Echelon Gl LSTs have unloaded less five
BLUE Beach ships which have been shifted to WHITE to complete discherge, all
CTF 78 Gl tremsports heve unloaded less HERCULES, THUBAN, ARNEB, sURIGa, JUP-
ITER, LCTs end lerger types are not using BLUE De~ch due to bad surf conditions
4t WHITE 3 Beach LSTs ground 400 to 500 feet from beach, LSis and LCTs ground
100 to 150 feet from beach, smell creft have cifficulty retracting when surf
runs, WHITE 3 secured from 1930 to 0730 beceuse of enemy morter fire, Irof-
fic now normel, WHITE 1 end 2 secured from 0130 to 0530 for s=zise roanson,

Com SAN FABIAN Attack Force despatch to Com LUZON atteck Force,
info 6th Army - lirjor General Swift has essumed commend "I" Corps ashore
112010/1,

Despatch sent to ASP who could meke smoke to do so =t following
hours: 063@ te 0730 =nd from 1830 to 1945,

12 Jenuary 1945
(843 Day)

WEATHER
Partly cloudy to feir, Sea celn,
OPERATIONS

© 0000 ~ 0400 wetch -- ~nchored as before.
0611 - Flash Blue, gogirgl Yellow,
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SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT OF ACTION

12 Jenuary 1945 (cont'd)
£S£§ DEE)

0616 - Flash Red, control Yellow,

0630 ~ Make smoke,

0656 - Flash Red, control Green,

0745 - Stop smoking,

0747 - Flash White, control Green,

0753 = Flash Red, control Green,

0758 = Continued unloading,

~ Flash Red, control Green, JInemy plane, type SALLY,

sighted visually, VALS reported in area,

0810 - Commencedsmoking,

0835 ~ Ceased smoking,

084l4 ~ Flash White, control Green,

1200 - 1600 watch -- As before, No remarks,

1600 ~ 1800 watch -- Anchored as befora,

1830 - llekze smoke,

1849 - Flagh Red, control Yellow,

1851 - Flash Red, control Green,

1300 - Flesh 3lue, control Yellow,

1927 ~ Flash White, control Yellow,

1945 -~ Stop maling smoke,

2318 ~ Continued unloading, Beachmaster WHITE Beach 2 reported
WHITE Beach 2 under fire,

IMPORTANT }ESSAGES RECEIVED

Com LUZON Attack Force despatch to all TFCs,. TGCs, 7th¥lt,
Com7thFlt, - Effective upon departure CTF 79 from LINGAYEN arez on 12 January
CTF 78 will assume e sponsidility for the continuing tasks in the objective
area assigned by my OpPlen 17-44 to the commanders SAN FABIAN and LINGAYEN
Attack Forces and for the conductof such additional minor amphibious oper-
ationg as may become necessary for support of the LINGAYEN Oper ation,

) Effective immediately CTF 78 is charged with the performence
of all administretive Jduties of SOPA LINGAYEN GULF, While mainteining their
identity as separste task growp and unit commanders CTG 785 e % A P Y
CTU 77.10,2 will report to the» Administrative SOPA for coordination of all
operations and activities in LINGAYEN GULT,

Upon his deperture from LINGAYEN area CTF has designated Rear
Admiral Royel (CTG 78,1) in ROCKY MOUNT his representative as Senior Amphib-
ious Force Commander end as Administrative SOPA LINGAYEN GULF,

Com LUZON Attack Force Secret despatch to CinC, SWPA - At dewn

reenforcement group errived LINGAYEN GULF and during the day landed ell units
of 158 HOT and 25th Infantry Division on the beaches, Unloading was agein hendi-~

cepped due to unfevorable surf conditions, Troops ashore continued to advence
generally unopposed except at one or two points where opposition was light, Ene~

" my eir todey was negligible, etc, At 1530 today Commanding General 1uth Corps

assunmed commend ashore, :
VoSt - ﬁ E
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12 Jenuary 1945 (cont'd)
(543 Day)
ComAF 5 despatch to ComBowWing 310, ComBomWing 309 - Chanhge
estinetes Philippine enemy air strength as follows:

LU% 4 VISAYAS

172 \ingle-engine eircraft. 18 Single-engine aircraft,
11 #in-engine fighters, o Twin-engine fighters,
67 Twin-engine bombers, _1 Twin-engine bombers,
250 Totel, 25 Total,

KINDANAO

7 Single-engine aircraft,
0 Twin-engine fighters,
_4 Twin-engine bombers,
11 Totel,
286 sircraft - totrl estimated Philippine
eneryy ~ir strongth,

IMPORTAITT [ ESSAGES SENT

CTF 78 (Com SAN FABIAN Attack Forco) despatch to ComPhibGr 6 -
Upon deperture CTF 79, CTG 79,2 assume responsibility for emphibious activities
LINGAYEN Berches, Originator continue responsibility for SAN FABIAIN Boaches,

Ships Demeged

I57 700 - Near miss resulted in 3 lilled, 2 woeunded and damage
loss of engines,

DICKERSON (APD 27) - Devarting LINGAYEN was hit by 207 suffer-
ing 13 wounded nil serious,

OTIS SKINNER (merchant ship) - At 121230/I single pleue crashed
in side number 2 hold-with smoldering but no casuzsl-

ties,

LST 778 -~ Mumerous casurlties and minor damege from near niss,

JOHN KYLE (merchant ehip) - Suicide plane crashed on deck over
number 2 hold, Meny cesuclties,

D,D, FIELD (merchant ship) - Had neer miss causing niner
engine room demzge and 2 fow casualties,

p M W

0w
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13 Januery 1945

(S#% Dey)

Portly cloudy to cloudy, See slight,
OPLRATIONS

0126 - Flash Blue, control Yellow,

0148 - Flash White, control Yellow,

0930 - CTG 78,9 (G~3 Echelon) arrived in LINGAYEN GULF,
1704 - Flesh Red, control Green,

1741 - Flesh White, control Green,

1830 - Commenced ncking smokg,

1939 ~ Flash Blue, control Yellow,

1945 ~ Stopped meking smoke,

1952 - Flash White, control Yellow,

IMPORTANT iESSAGES RECEIVED

OTP 77 despetch te CinCSWPA (BOISE), CinCSWPA LEYTE, CINCSWPA
Hollendie - Commending General 6th Army esswines commend of all 6th Army forces
ashore 13 January et 1430 I,

IMPORTANT IESSAGES SHENT

Com SAN FaBIAN Attack Force (CTF 78) despetch to Com LUZON
Attack Forcei(C‘II‘F 77) - Stotus of unloading SAN FaBIAN Beeches: Ut trensports,
7 cergo ships o.upleted unloading as of 0800, 8 LSTs from Echelon G-2 com-
pletod unloading at WHITE Beaches, 3 are unloading, At BLUB Besch !} LSTS now
unloading using 3 pentoons, 2 AKs unloading ot BLUE, DNo hostile zunfire et
BLUE Beeches, Cergo removel from each good, WHITE 3 removal of cargo is
very satisfactory, Ships at WHITE 1 end 2 include 4 LSTs, 4 LSMs, 2 LQls,
Unlo ~ding slow due to shortege of men, No hostile gunfire all yesterdey,
intermittent during night, WHITE 1 cluttered with cargo, Undoading at LIN-
GAYZW Beaches fellows, Overnight all ISMs completed initial unlosding, 7
LSTs completed unloading, 4 now unloading, Beaches satisfectory,

CTF 78 despatch to (CTG 79,1) Com Attack Group Able - Reer

Adnmire]l Kilend in MOUNT McKINGEYY will sail tonight es OTC fast convoy, Turn
over CTG 79,1 details of beach situation to CTG 79,2,

¥ngmy Losses ; o e
15 enemy planes were destroyed -~ 10 by CAP, 2 By AA, »nd

3 gplashed,
14 Jenuery 194
laﬂallﬂi

WEATEER

Partldy cloudy to fair, See slight, ?/
- 24 - (9

Wl s
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T

14 Jenuery 1945 (cont'd)
(545 Dey)

OPERATI QNS

0535 - Flash Blue, control Yellow,
0551 - Flash White, .control Yellow,
0631 ~ Flagh White, control Green,
“711 - Flesh Red, control Green,

SNSRI R

31 714 - Flash White, control Green,
m 0800 - 1800 - Anchored as before,
ﬁ 1918 - Flesh White, control Yellow,

No immortont messeges received or sent,

15 Jenuary 194
WEATHER !
Foir, Sea slight to rough,

0620 - Started smoking,

0655 ~ Flash White, control Green,

0713 - Flash Red, control Green,

0734 - Flash White, control Green,

0800 - 1600 - Anchored as before,

1647 - Underway from enchorege in LINGAYEN GULF, for LIYTE,

Yo impori wnt messeges received,

TN PORTANY 1ESSAGES SENT

CTF 78 despatch te CTF 77 - On departure from LINGAYEN GULF
nt 151600 of CTF 78 in BLUE RIDGE, the SOPA Administrative dutfcs LINGAYEN
GUIF will be carried on by ComPhibGr SIX in ROCKY MOUNT with Task Group des-
ignatien 78,1,

CTF 78 to CTF 77 - Expect to sail BLUE RIDGE, PRESIDENT lIONROE,

ALGOL, eond LIBRA teday, Only remaining TG 77,9 cargo ship is NAVAJO VICTORY
who is 34 percent unloaded, Progress of unloading at Rainbow Besches is slow,
Yellow Beach conditions unfevorable but U4 causeweys 2re working and should
averoge 6 LSTs per day, WHITE Beeches show improvement over last night, 15

87s and 1 LS!M beached on WHITE 2, XNo enemy fire through night on beaches,
11 LSTs completed unloading during night. Cargo entirely clear of WHITE
Beach ~nd moved to dump area, 6 LCTs working Liberty ships off WHITE Becch,
At BLUE Beech 6 LCTs unloeding mercheat ships PERKINS end K.S, JOHNSON, Rep~
lenishing cmmo in BBs using 6 LSMs,

55 b7
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT to:
] or

seoret 1tr., serial

0071 of 12 Feb. 1945.

From: Commander Seventh Fleet.
To: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subjeet: LINGAYEN Operatiom - SAN FABIAN Attack Force,
Report of.

L. Forwarded.
2o Commander Task Force 78 is to be congratulated on

the smooth operation of the Task Force in effecting this
amphibious operation.

3e Recommendation contained in paragraph 20 (f) is

concurred in.

7AC'/ }\;7(—1'.L a u\
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